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Since 2020, EURATEX has reshaped the format, content and frequency of its annual traditional
reports, formerly known as the “Bulletins”.  The 4 annual issues have been merged into two
reports:

The Spring Report, an analysis of the EU textile & clothing external trade 
The Autumn Report, an economic analysis of the EU textile & clothing industry and short-
term prospects

EU Data in this report refers to EU-27 (2020).

"T&C" mentioned in this report refers to products categories which are based on the NACE
classification: Textiles (division 13) and clothing (division 14). Data used in Part A of the report
are from Eurostat for the economic evolution analysis combined with data collected from
DG ECFIN. Part B includes analysis and data from EURATEX Members.

Data source: EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT & Members data
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FOREWORD
T h i s  E U R A T E X  A u t u m n  R e p o r t  p r e s e n t s  a  d e t a i l e d

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  T e x t i l e s  a n d  C l o t h i n g

i n d u s t r y  i n  2 0 1 9 .  I t  a l s o  o f f e r s  a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o

m o r e  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  c a u s e d  b y  t h e

C o v i d 1 9 - p a n d e m i c ,  a n d  t r i e s  t o  m a k e  a  c a r e f u l

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  2 0 2 1  a n d  b e y o n d .

D e s p i t e  g o o d  r e t a i l  s a l e s  a n d  e x p o r t

p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  d u r i n g

2 0 1 9 .  E m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  &  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r

f u r t h e r  d e c l i n e d ,  s t e m m i n g  f r o m  a n  a c c e l e r a t e d

d r o p  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  E U 2 7  t u r n o v e r

e v o l u t i o n  t u r n e d  n e g a t i v e  i n  2 0 1 9 .

H o w e v e r ,  s u c h  n e g a t i v e  a g g r e g a t e  f i g u r e s  c o n c e a l

i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  a c r o s s  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  a n d

a c r o s s  d i f f e r e n t  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y .

C e r t a i n  “ N o r d i c ”  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  q u i t e

w e l l  ( D e n m a r k ,  F i n l a n d ,  L i t h u a n i a )  w h i l e  o t h e r

m o r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  T & C  c o u n t r i e s  s u f f e r e d  f r o m

i m p o r t a n t  d r o p s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t u r n o v e r .

S p i n n i n g  a n d  k n i t t e d  f a b r i c s  h a d  a  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r ,

w h i l e  n o n  w o v e n  t e x t i l e s  w e r e  n e a r l y  a b l e  t o

m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  2 0 1 8  p e r f o r m a n c e .

T h e  d o w n w a r d  t r e n d  o f  t h e  E U  t u r n o v e r

c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n t e n s i f y  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f

2 0 2 0 ,  r e a c h i n g  a  - 1 6 . 3 %  s l u m p  f o r  t e x t i l e s  a n d  a

- 2 2 . 6 %  f o r  c l o t h i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  2 0 2 0 ,

a s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  h a d  t o  a d j u s t  t o  a  s h a r p  d r o p

i n  d e m a n d  d u e  t o  t h e  C o r o n a v i r u s  o u t b r e a k .  E U

e x p o r t s  t o  t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s  p l u m m e t e d  d u r i n g  t h e

f i r s t  p a r t  o f  2 0 2 0 ,  w i t h  e v e n  s h a r p e r  d e c l i n e s

t h a n  t h e  o n e s  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9

f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  ( - 2 0 . 4 %  o n  a  y e a r - o n - y e a r  b a s i s ) .

T u r n  sus ta inab i l i t y  a n d  c i r c u l a r i t y  i n t o  a n

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  b u s i n e s s .

I n v e s t  i n  upsk i l l ing  t h e  T & C  l a b o u r  m a r k e t ,

d e v e l o p i n g  n e w  c u r r i c u l a  w h i c h  m e e t  t o d a y ’ s

n e e d s  a r o u n d  d i g i t a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o r  t e c h n i c a l

t e x t i l e s .

P r o m o t e  a c c e s s  t o  e x t e r n a l  marke t s  a n d

e n s u r e  l e v e l  p l a y i n g  f i e l d  o n  t h e  E U  I n t e r n a l

m a r k e t .

I n v e s t  i n  i nnova t ion ,  t o  d i g i t a l i s e

p r o d u c t i o n  c h a i n s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d

d e v e l o p  n e w  s u s t a i n a b l e  m a t e r i a l s .

T h e r e  i s  g r e a t  u n c e r t a i n t y  r e g a r d i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s

f o r  t h e  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  p e r i o d .  E u r a t e x  p r e l i m i n a r y

f o r e c a s t s  r e v e a l  a  p r o d u c t i o n  s l u m p  i n  2 0 2 1 ,

t h o u g h  t h e  r h y t h m  w o u l d  b e  m u c h  s l o w e r

c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 0 .  P r o d u c t i o n  t r e n d s  i n  2 0 2 2

s h o u l d  i m p r o v e  f u r t h e r ,  t h o u g h  r e m a i n i n g  o n

t h e  n e g a t i v e  s i d e .

F a c e d  w i t h  s u c h  d r a m a t i c  f o r e c a s t s ,  a  r e c o v e r y

s t r a t e g y  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  M o r e  t h e n  e v e r ,  an

“ indus t r ia l  rese t ”  i s  needed  to  ensure  the

long  te rm compet i t i veness  o f  European  T&C

compan ies .  E U R A T E X  c a l l s  f o r  a c t i v e  e n g a g e m e n t

o f  p o l i c y  m a k e r s  a n d  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i t s e l f ,  t o  w o r k

o n  4  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s :

T h e  E U ’ s  I n d u s t r i a l  S t r a t e g y  a n d  t h e  N e x t

G e n e r a t i o n  E U  r e c o v e r y  f u n d s  p r o v i d e  a  g o o d

b a s i s  t o  b u i l d  a  n e w  T e x t i l e s  S t r a t e g y ,  o f f e r i n g

l o n g  t e r m  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  1 6 0 , 0 0 0  T & C  c o m p a n i e s

a n d  i t s  1 , 5  m l n  w o r k e r s  a c r o s s  E u r o p e .  

D i r k  V a n t y g h e m

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l



EUROPEAN
ANALYSIS 
PART A
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T&C AT A GLANCE,
2019

Share of T&C
Employment on EU
manufacturing

160,000

1.5 mln Employees

€5 bln
Investment per
year 
(average)

Total number of
companies

€162 bln Annual Turnover 

70% is a woman
employee

5%

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source: EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT 
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€61 bln Annual Exports (outside EU)



*  European Commission: Autumn 2020 Economic Forecast, 5 Nov. 2020
  Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
  Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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European
macroeconomic forecast*

1.

Rebound interrupted 
as resurgence of pandemic deepens uncertainty

The coronavirus pandemic represents a very large shock for the global and EU economies, with serious economic
and social consequences. Economic activity in Europe suffered a severe shock in the first half of the year but
rebounded strongly in the third quarter, as containment measures were gradually lifted. However, the resurgence of
the pandemic in recent weeks is resulting in disruptions, as national authorities introduce new public health
measures to limit its spread. The epidemiological situation means that growth projections are subject to an
extremely high degree of uncertainty and risks.

An interrupted and incomplete recovery

The Autumn 2020 Economic Forecast projects that the euro area economy will contract by 7.8% in 2020, before
growing 4.2% in 2021 and 3% in 2022. The broader EU economy is expected to  contract by 7.4% in 2020, before
recovering with growth of 4.1% in 2021 and 3% in 2022. Output in both the euro area and the EU is not expected to
recover its pre-pandemic level in 2022.

The economic impact of the pandemic has differed widely across the EU and the same is true of recovery prospects.
This reflects the spread of the virus, the stringency of public health measures taken to contain it, the sectoral
composition of national economies and the strength of national policy responses.

Rise in unemployment contained compared to drop in economic activity

Job losses and the rise in unemployment have put severe strains on the livelihoods of many Europeans. Policy
measures taken by Member States, together with initiatives at EU level have helped to cushion the impact of the
pandemic on labour markets. The unprecedented scope of measures taken, particularly through short-time work
schemes, have allowed the rise in the unemployment rate to remain muted compared to the drop in economic
activity. Unemployment is set to continue rising in 2021 as Member States phase out emergency support measures
and new people enter the labour market, but should improve in 2022 as the economy continues to recover. The
unemployment rate in the EU is forecast to rise from 6.7% in 2019 to 7.7% in 2020 and 8.6% in 2021, before
declining to 8.0% in 2022.



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

Deficits and public debt set to rise

The increase in government deficits is expected to be very significant across the EU this year as social spending
rises and tax revenues fall, both as a result of the exceptional policy actions designed to support the economy
and the effect of automatic stabilisers.

The forecast projects the aggregate government deficit of the euro area to increase from 0.6% of GDP in 2019 to
around 8.8% in 2020, before decreasing to 6.4% in 2021 and 4.7% in 2022. This reflects the expected phasing
out of emergency support measures in the course of 2021 as the economic situation improves.

Mirroring the spike in deficits, the forecast projects the aggregate euro area debt-to-GDP ratio will increase from
85.9% of GDP in 2019 to 101.7% in 2020, 102.3% in 2021 and 102.6% in 2022.

Inflation remains subdued

A steep fall in energy prices pushed headline inflation into negative territory in August and September. Core
inflation, which includes all items except energy and unprocessed food, also fell substantially over the Summer
due to lower demand for services, especially tourism-related services and industrial goods. Weak demand,
labour market slack and a strong euro exchange rate will exert downward pressure on prices.

Inflation in the euro area, as measured by the Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP), is forecast to
average 0.3% in 2020, before rising to 1.1% in 2021 and 1.3% in 2022, as oil prices stabilise. For the EU, inflation
is forecast at 0.7% in 2020, 1.3% in 2021 and 1.5% in 2022.
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   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

The coronavirus pandemic triggered the sharpest economic contraction since the 2008-2009 financial crisis. The
outbreak has resulted in the shutdown of major economic activities across the EU, particularly the manufacturing
and textile-using sectors as the clothing, furnishing and automotive industries. Lockdown measures across the
globe to fight the spread of COVID-19 took a toll on global demand, production and trade. Both the textile and
clothing sectors experienced a steep decline during the 1st half of the year with the steepest drop recorded during
the 2nd quarter 2020. 

The EU27 production fell severely during the first 7 months of 2020, a slump reaching -17.3% in textiles and
-26.5% in clothing. This two-digit negative rates can be seen in almost all T&C subsectors with some exceptions. The
manufacture of non-woven was more resilient, as the needs and capacities for nonwoven-based face masks and
medical supplies were promptly increasing during the pandemic period.

Compared to other indicators, the labour market witnessed a limited setback over the first half of 2020 (textile:
-2.1%; clothing: -5.6%), with even positive growth rates recorded in some EU Member States. This resilience in the
labour market could
be explained by the implementation of employment related measures at national and regional level (the COVID-19
emergency social safety nets, the state compensation schemes, training,…), as well as by the fact that a range of
companies started to convert part of their production into the production of face masks, single-use gowns and
other medical textile supplies.

However, it should be noted that while employment rates remain at relatively healthy levels, these mask the true
effect of the crisis on labour markets as workers that have been furloughed, i.e. with the use of temporary layoff
measures, are captured as being employed. The labour market is expected to continue to be under pressure during
the next few quarters. Furthermore, the clothing sector, which is highly labour intensive, was more severely
affected, in particular in the Central European countries.
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2. General situation in the
Textile & Clothing Sector

2.1. Coronavirus: impact on the T&C industry

Despite good retail sales and export performances, the textile and clothing manufacturing remained under pressure
during 2019. Employment in the textile & clothing sector further declined, stemming from accelerated drop in
industrial production. EU27 turnover evolution turned negative in 2019, following a constant deterioration
throughout the year. However, some positive signs were still coming from the retail sales and global trade, which
was exceeding €170 bn.



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

The downward trend of the EU turnover continued to intensify since the beginning of 2020, reaching a -16.3%
slump for textiles and a -22.6% for clothing during the first half of 2020, as entrepreneurs in the T&C industry had to
adjust to a sharp drop in demand due to the Coronavirus outbreak. EU exports to third countries plummeted,
during the first part of 2020, with sharper declines than the ones observed during the 2008-2009 financial crisis
(-20.4% on a year-on-year basis).
 
In the retail market, the “Retail sales of textiles, clothing, footwear and leather goods in specialised stores” was the
most heavily affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. The turnover generated by the EU retailers was 30.6% down
during the first 7 months of 2020. All Member States, with no exception, recorded negative rates. This trend is
expected to continue because uncertainties and pandemic related job losses will weigh heavily on consumer
spending. By contrast, “Retail sale via mail order houses or via Internet” had soared to an all-time high, following a
sharp increase in particular during the 2nd quarter of 2020 (+32.4% , as compared with the same quarter of 2019).

The outlook in the textile and clothing sector is still clouded by low business confidence, even if slightly improved in
the textile industry, couple with uncertainties linked with the Covid-19 pandemic and Brexit outcome. However, the
slight improvement in consumer confidence, registered just before the second wave of the pandemic, resulted in a
marked pick-up in expectations about the general economic situation and a small improvement in households’
views on their financial conditions over the next 12 months. This trend was confirmed by the continued, although
reduced, recovery in retail trade confidence, resulting from retailers’ more benign views on the past business
situation and the adequacy of the volume of stocks.

In September 2020, the EU industry confidence indicator* for the months ahead improved in the textile industry,
driven by managers’ improved business expectations, but slightly deteriorated in clothing.
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2.2. The 2020-2022 prospects in the T&C sector

*EU Commission’s September 2020 survey: European Business Cycle indicators and Business Consumer Survey (subsector database)



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

The textile industry’s confidence indicator for the months ahead continued to catch up with its pre-crisis level (by
+3.9 points), reflecting managers’ improvement in production expectations, in the appraisals of the adequacy of
stocks of finished products and the current level of overall order books. By contrast, the assessments of export
order books and employment expectations, which do not enter the calculation of the confidence indicator, were
more pessimistic.

The slight deterioration of the EU industry confidence indicator in the clothing industry (-0.4 points) mainly
resulted from managers’ more negative views on their level of stocks of finished products, which partly offset the
regain of optimism in the assessment of production expectations and of the current level of orders book. In
September 2020, the assessments of export order books and production trends observed in recent months
(which do not enter the calculation of the confidence indicator) largely improved, while employment
expectations deteriorated markedly.

The magnitude of the drop in economic activity and its subsequent recovery depend on the evolution of the
pandemic and the measures implemented. Euratex estimates, relating to the EU production activity during
the second half of the year, remain poor with another drastic fall in all three subsectors (between -25% and
-35%). As a result, the 2020 output in the textile and clothing industry should achieve unprecedented drops as
compared with the previous year : -20% for man-made fibers, -22% for textiles and -31% for clothing.

There is great uncertainty regarding expectations for the 2021-2022 period. Euratex preliminary forecasts based
on historical production figures, reveal a production slump in 2021, though the rhythm would be much slower
compared to 2020: -8% for textiles, including man-made fibers, and -12.6% for clothing. Production trends in
2022 should improve further though remaining on the negative side.
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   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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3. Evolution of the EU
Textile & Clothing Activity

3.1. Production volumes

An analysis by sector, sub-sector and Member States

3.1.1. The Textile and Clothing Sector

• 2019 Yearly evolution 

During 2019, EU production of synthetic and artificial fibres went down after five years of positive evolution
(-5.2% compared with 2018). The EU textile production continued its downward trend which started in 2018
(- 3.7%), as did the EU-27 clothing output (-6.1%). This situation was partially mitigated by a new robust
progress of the European Extra-EU exports (see section 3.4 below).



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

• 2020 Latest trends

According to the latest available data, the industrial activity in the T&C sector strongly contracted since the beginning
of 2020, reflecting sharp decreases in household spending, retail sales and EU exports. The EU27 production hit a
low during the 2nd quarter with a -30.1% drop in the man-made fibre industry, a -26.9% in textiles and a -37.4% in
clothing. These performances are worse than the output trend of all manufacturing sectors which also deteriorated
drastically (-20.7% as compared with the 2nd quarter of 2019).
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   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

3.1.2. The Textile and Clothing Sub-Sectors

• 2019 Yearly evolution

In 2019, the EU27 production slipped back in all textile and clothing sub-sectors with the exception of knitted &
crocheted hosiery (+13%) and “other apparel & accessories”, including babies’ wear and clothing accessories (+4%). 

Production of man-made fibres showed a regular increase since 2012 driven by increasing consumption of man-
made fibres in the downstream sectors (both domestic and industrial), due to limited natural fibres’ production and
supply coupled with other factors such as lower prices of synthetic and artificial fibres. However, production in 2019
went in opposite direction with a -5% drop, mainly due to a -7% decrease of the EU external demand.

The EU spinning industry faced a quite difficult situation in 2019 ending the year with a -12% fall, as compared with
2018, the strongest contraction since the 2008-2009 financial crisis. Despite a significant rebound in 2016 and 2017,
this sub-sector suffered the most drastic shrinkage of its production over the last ten years (-36%).
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   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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The finishing activity was confronted with a strong downsizing of the production capacities during the 2011-2012
and 2015-2016 periods. This sub-sector lost 23% of output since 2010, and -4.3% in 2019 (as compared with 2018),
fostered by several challenges over the last years impacting negatively the competitiveness of the sector:
environmental constraints, reduced availabilities and increase in prices of dyestuffs,…

Contrary to the upstream sub-sectors, the weaving industry proved to be more resilient over the years, reaching a
peak in the output in 2014, and an increasing trend over the 2016 and 2017 period. However, during 2019 this
industry followed the same decreasing trend of the textile production (-4.4%), coupled with a -1.6% decrease of
woven fabrics’ exports to extra-EU markets.

After a substantial increase of knitted fabrics in 2016 and 2017 (+6.4% on average) and a growing consumption of
knitwear over the last years, the knitted and crocheted fabrics’ output fell by -4% in 2018 and -7% in 2019.

Technical textiles and nonwovens have expanded their share in the total textile production
over the last 10 years, supported by an increasing domestic and foreign demand. Over the years, companies have
improved their competitiveness by reducing or ceasing the mass production of more traditional products,
concentrating instead on a wider variety of products with higher value-added.

The European production of nonwovens and nonwovens articles increased by +14% since 2010 following the
growing applications in other sectors such as the automobile, agriculture, construction and healthcare. However,
the production growth of other technical textiles has decelerated recently.



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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The made-up textiles’ production (which covers bedlinen, table linen, toilet linen, curtains… ) improved in recent
years, nonetheless it is difficult to assess if this trend is continuing in 2019, as data have not been released due to
confidentiality reasons. 

The general trends among the various clothing sub-sectors observed in 2019 were once more divergent. Wearing
apparel production, which refers to products made from woven fabrics, showed a slump (-7.4%) similar to the
one observed during the 2012 challenging year. By contrast, knitwear products went up by +2.8%, thanks to the
hosiery segment (including pantyhose, tights, stockings and socks), which registered the second and substantial
double-digit jump since 2008 (+13%). 



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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• 2020 Latest trends

During the 2nd quarter 2020, the EU27 production fell severely in almost all textiles sub-sectors, with two-digit
negative growth rates: yarns (-40%), man-made fibres (-30%), woven fabrics (-35%), knitted fabrics (-44%) and
industrial & technical textiles (-35%). By contrast, the manufacture of non-woven was more resilient, as the needs
and capacities for nonwoven-based face masks and medical supplies were promptly increasing during the
pandemic period.

The decline in the clothing industry during the 2nd quarter 2020 was twice as bad compared to the  worst quarter
of the economic and financial crisis in 2009: -37% in 2Q2020 compared to -18% in 1Q2009. However, the  monthly
data shows a rapid recovery since May, after the gradual reopening of businesses, with positive growth rates as
compared with previous months (i.e. +3.7% in July, as compared with June). The EU production in the knitwear
segment, including the manufacture of knitted garments and hosiery, encountered serious difficulties over the
period, with a fall of -44% during quarter 2, putting the level of this sub-sector at the lowest among the entire textile
and clothing value-chain (index 55.9).



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

3.1.3. The EU-27 Member States

• 2019 Yearly evolution

The  impact of economic changes on the EU Member States’ production depends on the countries’ industrial
structures and specificities. For the third year in a row, the collapse was particularly strong in the low-cost countries
such as Bulgaria and Romania, making up garments for- among others- German, French and Italian brands. After a
positive 2018 year, clothing production trends in Belgium and Italy turned negative, with much higher drops
compared to the other Member States.
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The overall textile output across the EU27 countries recorded negative growth in 2019, in particular in Romania
(-11.6%), Hungary (-10.6%), Italy (-7.8%), Spain and Portugal (-5%), Estonia (-4.1%) and France (-3.9%) with
reductions above the EU27 average. By contrast, textile production in Nordic countries and some Eastern
European countries performed better than the average with even positive growth rates as in Lithuania (+11.8%),
Denmark (+9.6%), Finland (+5.2%), Poland (3.1%) and Latvia (+1%). However, the share of these countries only
account for 8% of the total production value of the EU.
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As in the textile industry, in 2019 the clothing sector recorded negative growth of the production across most of the
EU27 countries, with double digit fall in Belgium (-13%), Romania (-12%) and Estonia (-10%). The production
trend also deteriorated in Italy (-9.9%), Bulgaria and Greece (-7%), France (-6.2%), Latvia (-5.6%), Germany
(-3.2%) , the Netherlands (-3%), Lithuania (-2.8%), Poland (-2.6%) and Finland (-1.7%). Portugal and Spain
managed to limit their losses with losses below -1%. The best performances in 2019 were achieved by Denmark
(+4.4%), Hungary (+3.9%), Austria (+3.8%) and Czechia (+1.2%). 

• 2020 latest trend

  During the 2nd quarter of 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic had a devastating impact on Spain and Italy, which
recorded the worst historical performances, with production drops reaching respectively -35% and -36% in
textiles, and -66% and -43% in clothing. The United Kingdom and Portugal were also severely hit in both sectors.
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3.2. Producer prices

3.2.1. The Textile and Clothing Sector

Another interesting business-cycle indicator to analyse is the producer price index, showing the development of
transaction prices of products from the seller’s perspective. 

After a rebound in 2017 (+2.6%), the EU-27 manufacturing industry’s producer prices are showing a decreasing
trend over the years. However, this deceleration in price rises was not observed in the textile and clothing industry,
which witnessed a gradual increase in its prices. The 2019 output prices for the entire textile and clothing value
chain increased at a higher pace than the rest of the manufacturing industry (+1.4% on average compared to 0.6%).  

The increase of prices in 2019 were higher in the upper part of the pipeline: textile output prices went up by +1.6% 
 while clothing prices went up by +1.2%, as compared with 2018. In both cases prices’ hikes were the highest since
2012.
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The main drivers of producer price developments are the change in price of intermediate inputs such as the cost
of raw materials and imported semi-finished goods, the variations of the labour costs as well as production levels
following a change in consumer demand.

• Cost of raw materials. Prices of imported natural fibres (flax, cotton and wool) recorded divergent trends in
2019. Wool and in particular cotton fell quite strongly (by -6% and -15% respectively), while flax fibres continued
to benefit from an incredible strong price hike (+27%), despite a substantial decrease since the second semester
of 2019.
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Following the worsening of the economic situation of the European man-made fibres industry, prices of MMF
decreased across the entire range of products. Prices of polyesters (filament and staples), polyamide and acrylic
fibers reduced further during 2019, as demand for MMF remained weak. Indications for polypropylene and
viscose/cellulosic are going in the same direction, as consuming industrial sectors (i.e. automobile, hygiene, home
textiles, apparel etc.) are facing difficult times in Europe and across the world.

• Labour costs

Wages per employee are slightly increasing in the textile and clothing industry. The average annual growth (CAGR),
during the 2011-2017 period, was 1.8%. However wages per employee in the sector evolved at a slower pace as
compared with the total manufacturing sector (CAGR= 2.3%).
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• Consumer confidence. Contrary to 2018, the confidence was relatively stable in the EU27 Member States during
the entire 2019 though signs of slowing down started to be visible, thus impacting clothing and household textiles
consumption. Throughout the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, which occurred between March and May 2020,
the confidence turned to red in all EU countries. The collapse of confidence among consumers was fuelled by
households’ tumbling expectations concerning the general economic situation, but also their own financial
situation. Intentions to make major purchases deteriorated markedly, too.

• Import prices. As in 2017 and 2018, imports values registered a sustained growth during 2019 in particular in the
clothing industry (+4.2%). By contrast, import volumes progressed less markedly compared to the previous year
(+0.8%), partially because demand for end products did slow down as consumers tend to favour more sustainable
goods.
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3.2.2. The Textile and Clothing Sub-Sectors

Looking at the various transformation stages within the textiles sector, three of them witnessed in 2019 a price
increase higher than the entire textile industry (+1.6%  as compared with 2018): Spinning (+3.7%), Weaving
(+2.1%) and other textiles including felt and tulles (+1.8%). Production prices of woven fabrics are gradually
increasing since 2015,  while yarns’ prices achieved, during the 2018-2019 period, their highest growth since
2011 (the record year with a +11% boom!). Output prices in the manufacturing of man-made fibers and technical
textiles grew at a somewhat more moderate rhythm compared to the textile industry average, with respective
growths of +1.3% and +1% over 2019. Finally, production prices’ increases in the made-up and knitted &
crocheted fabrics sectors stayed below +1%.

Over the years, output prices in the knitwear industry (manufacture of garments made of knitted and crocheted
fabrics and hosiery) are generally growing at a higher pace than the rest of the clothing sector. This trend is also
verified in 2019 with a +1.5% increase in knitwear and a +1% rise, as compared with 2018, in the other wearing
apparel.
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3.2.3. The EU-27 Member States

When looking at Member States output prices’ evolutions in 2019, we note that production prices for the
manufacturing industries (+0.6%, expressed in local currency) increased across all EU-27 countries but Ireland
(-5.6%) and Greece (-0.4%). Production prices evolved well above EU average (between +2% and +3%) in
Hungary, Romania and Sweden. 

Only three countries saw their production prices sharply increasing across both sectors in 2019, namely: Belgium
(+2.9% for textiles, +2.4% for garments), Czechia (respectively: +3.4% and +7.1%) as well as Hungary
(respectively: +4.5% and +4.3%). 

Among the other countries reporting increases higher than the EU27 average in one of the sectors, we noted, for
the textile industry: Lithuania and Italy (+2.1%), Croatia (+2.5%), the Netherlands (+2.6%) and France (+3.2%);
and for clothing: Germany and Poland (+1.4%), Ireland (+2.6%), Bulgaria (+3%), Denmark (+3.7%), Sweden
(+3.8%) and Romania (+5.8%). Marginal increases or increases below the EU27 average were observed in the
other EU Member States. This trend, that started in 2013 in some countries, could explain the declining
competitiveness of such industries.

Finally, textile manufacturers in Slovenia faced a slight reduction in their production prices, while garment
manufactures registered strong decreases in Lithuania (-2.3%) and slight drops (below 1%) in Slovenia, Croatia,
France, Portugal and the Netherlands.
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3.3.1. The Textile and Clothing Sector

Between 2015 and 2018, the EU27 value added, which represents the wealth generated by the T&C enterprises,
increased in the entire value chain. Over that period, the pace of growth was higher in the clothing sector: +11%
compared with +8% in the textile industry. However, in absolute terms, the textile sector contributed more to the
total value added of the sector (52% share), with nonetheless strong differences among the textile sub-sectors: the
manufacture of weaving, made-up and technical textiles generated higher value added.
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3.3. Value added
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3.3.2. The EU-27 Member States

The value added differed also substantially across the EU27 Member States. Italy represents specific case where
enterprises, mainly SMEs, play a more important role than anywhere else in Europe in terms of added value.
Germany, France, Spain and Portugal are also major contributors in both textile and clothing sectors.
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3.4. Turnover and exports

3.4.1. The Textile and Clothing Sector

• 2019 Yearly evolution

Over the years, the EU turnover recorded diverging evolutions compared with the physical production trends. As
a matter of fact, the T&C turnover recorded regular increases (with the exception of 2019) contrary to the EU
production that is trending downward. Since 2017, the gap between both indicators is increasing in the entire
textile and clothing value chain, proving the preservation of the EU competitiveness. 

The industry’s extra-EU27 exports which now stand at 38% of annual turnover, up from 28% 10 years ago, is
the clearest proof of the increasing global competitiveness of Europe’s textile and clothing companies. This
trend is verified by the share of companies’ exports in their turnover, which is constantly rising since 2012,
showing the role played by exports in the turnover performances of the textile and clothing industries in the EU
Member States. Since 2017, it is the international trade (Extra-EU27 ) that contributed more to the turnover
evolution than the internal market trade (Intra-EU27).
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In 2019, the extra-EU textile turnover index evolved more positively (+1%) than the results measured by the intra-
EU turnover index (-1%). This is the tenth consecutive year of increase for the sales outside the EU and the first
year of decline for the internal market turnover since 2012.

For the garment sector, both intra and extra-EU turnover indices recorded positive changes in 2019. The
international market contributed most to the wealth of this sector, as EU exports to third countries were more
dynamic (+8%) than sales to the internal EU markets (+5%). 

After the turnover record level reached in 2018, the EU manufacturing industry at large reached a new peak
beginning of 2019 before starting to level-off. Despite this deceleration which resulted in a modest rise over the
full year (+0.5% in 2019), the manufacturing turnover managed to stabilise at still high levels compared to the
previous year.
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This positive result did not materialize in the textile and clothing value chain. As a matter of fact, data relating to
the evolution of the EU turnover continued to continuously weaken since the beginning of 2019. As a
consequence, the yearly evolution turned negative for the first time since 2012-2013 with a -2% setback for
textiles and a -2.2% for clothing, as compared with 2018.

• 2020 Latest trends

The downward trend of the EU turnover continued to intensify since the beginning of 2020, reaching a -24.7%
slump for textiles and a -34.4% for clothing during the 2nd  quarter of 2020, as compared with the same period
of the previous year. This fall is almost 3 times higher than the one recorded during the previous quarter, as
entrepreneurs in the textile and clothing industry had to adjust to a sharp drop in demand due to the Coronavirus
outbreak. 
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Most of the EU Member states registered textile and clothing turnover evolutions below the
manufacturing results with the exception of Denmark for the entire value chain, Greece, Lithuania and
Romania for the textile industry, as well as Italy and Czechia for the apparel industry. 

As in 2018, Danish textile producers were the top performers witnessing strong yearly improvements in
2019 (+11.5%) while textile companies in France, Finland, Poland, Romania and Lithuania increased their
activities well above the average (from +2.5% to +5.8% as compared with 2018). On the opposite the
worst performers were to be found in Hungary, Portugal, Germany, Austria, Estonia and Spain (from
-7.9% to -3.5%) while other Member States recorded growths ranging from -1.3 (Latvia) to +1.5%
(Greece).

3.4.2. The EU-27 Member States

Looking at turnover evolution across EU Member states, important differences can be observed:
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Similar trends could be observed among Member States in the clothing industry with some divergences
compared to textiles: 

[a] a double digit decline was observed in the Netherlands, reporting a -10.5% cut in output; 
[b] the situation was not easy either for Austrian, Bulgarian, Estonian, German, Greek, Portuguese,
Romanian and Spanish producers as sales declined quicker than the EU average (from -2.4% to
-6.2%); 
[c] only Belgium, Finland, France and Italy were able to stabilize their turnover, with low percentage
changes (from -0.4% to +0.5%). 
Finally, garment manufacturers in Hungary, Denmark and Czechia benefitted from large increases
(from +3.7% to +8.8%)  in 2019.
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4. Factors influencing the EU
Textile & Clothing industry

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  3 4    

4.1. Investments

An analysis by sector, sub-sector and Member States

Despite the uncertain economic situation across the year for the EU, investments in
the value chain grew by a satisfactory +2.7% as compared with 2018. Textile
manufacturers were able to maintain a high level of investments (+4% in 2019),
and investments in the garment sector expanded by +0.7%. It should be noted that
these data only include tangible capital goods (such as machine tools, industrial
machinery, process plant equipment, factories, lands…) and exclude intangible
assets as the intellectual capital. Actually, a huge part of the investment which is
realised to improve the logistics, the value-added content, etc. is not captured by
the current measurement, undervaluing the importance of investments in certain
sectors (i.e. clothing) or sub-sectors (i.e. technical textiles).
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Moreover, it is important to draw a distinction between capacity increases, modernisation of the production
chain, new production and new plants. The latter are logically less frequent and do not necessarily occur
annually, which does lead to variations (upward or downward) that are not directly related to the current
economic situation. In that perspective, it is worth also looking to the cumulative investments. In the last five
years, the textile and clothing sector invested 23 billion euro, which demonstrates that the industry continues
investing in its future. In 2018, 66% of total investments were made by the top 5 EU Member States: Italy,
Germany, France, Portugal and Spain.



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  3 6    

4.2. Employment

• 2019 Yearly evolution

Between 2014 and 2018, the EU employment in the textile and clothing industry achieved satisfactory results for
a sector that keeps realizing labour efficiencies. However, the slower economic growth and the accelerated drop
in the EU textile and clothing production hampered labour market improvements observed in recent years. The
job creation was negative since the beginning of the year in both sectors and resulted in a -2.1% decrease in
textile and a -2.3% drop in clothing, as compared with 2018.

The main producing countries in values, which concentrate more than half of the total textile and clothing
employment in the EU-27 (Italy, Germany, France, Spain and Portugal), witnessed divergent evolutions. Italy and
Germany recorded a decrease of their overall 2019 workforce by respectively -2.1% and -3.4% in textiles and -2%
and -3.8% in clothing; France and Portugal managed to stabilize their labour force or limit job losses in the entire
textile value chain; while Spain recorded for the fourth year in a raw a double-digit increase in textiles (+10.7%) and
a very positive trend in clothing (+6.9%).
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Still on an encouraging note, we can add the following Member States: Greece (+4.5%), Sweden (+1%),
Lithuania (+0.5%), in the textile industry, and Ireland (+19%), Hungary (+16.5%), Greece (+5.6%), Sweden
(+3.5%), Czechia (+3.2%) and Denmark (0.5%), in the clothing industry.

Unfortunately, these good performances were not able to offset shrinking employment in other Member
States, which weighted negatively on the total EU labour force. The biggest deteriorations (above EU average)
in textiles occurred in Hungary (-39%), Ireland (-18%), Estonia (-3.8%), Austria (-3.6%), Czechia (-3.5%),
Bulgaria (-3.4%) and Poland (-2.2%); and in clothing in Estonia (-9.2%), Romania (-7.5%), Latvia (-7.3%),
Lithuania (- 7.2%), Poland (-6%), Bulgaria (-5.3%), Austria (-5%), Croatia (-2.9%) and Belgium (-2.7%).
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• 2020 Latest trends

Compared to other indicators, the labour market witnessed a limited setback over the 2nd quarter of 2020
(textile: -2.1%; clothing: -5.6%), with even positive growth rates recorded in some EU Member States, as Italy,
despite the strong impact of Covid-19: +7% in textiles and +1% in clothing. This resilience in the labour market
could be explained by the implementation of employment related measures at national and regional level (the
COVID-19 emergency social safety nets, the state compensation schemes, training,…), as well as by the fact that a
range of companies started to convert part of their production into the production of face masks, single-use
gowns and other medical textile supplies.

However, it should be noted that while employment rates remain at relatively healthy levels, these mask the true
effect of the crisis on labour markets as workers that have been furloughed, i.e. with the use of temporary layoff
measures, are captured as being employed. The labour market is expected to continue to be under pressure
during the next few quarters. Furthermore, the clothing sector, which is highly labour intensive, was more
severely affected, in particular in the Eastern European countries where two-digit drops were recorded during
the 2nd quarter of the year. 
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4.3. Labour productivity

While T&C labour force has been declining over the years, the average turnover per employee has increased
from 88,000 € in 2012 to 98,000 € in 2019. Over the last 10 years, turnover and value-added per employee have
increased by over 30%. On average, a worker in the EU textile industry generates a higher turnover than its
counterpart in the clothing industry (130,000 € and 78,000 € respectively in 2019). Within the textile industry,
labour productivity is much higher in the manufacture of technical textiles as turnover per employee stands at
215,000 €, more than twice the average textile and clothing industry rate. Achieving higher levels of economic
productivity through diversification, technological upgrading and innovation, including through a focus on high-
value added and labour-intensive sectors, is one of the sustainable development targets of the industry.

Labour productivity is a key driver of economic growth. Countries may generate long-term growth primarily by
becoming more efficient and producing more goods with the available means. Significant disparities exist in
productivity levels among the EU Member States. Turnover per employee in 2018 remains higher in the Western
European countries, compared to the Central European countries with nonetheless higher productivity growth on
average.
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4.4. The EU retail turnover
• 2019 Yearly evolution

The consumer confidence was relatively stable in the EU27 Member States during the entire 2019 though signs
of slowing down started to be visible. As a result, the growth rate in the retail sales of textiles, clothing, footwear
and leather goods in specialised stores remained positive in 2019 (+0.9%), despite a slowdown during the last
quarter. 

*Retail sales of textiles, clothing, footwear and leather goods in specialised stores
  ** Calendar adjusted data, not seasonally adjusted data

The strongest increase of the retail turnover were noticed in Romania (+13.7%) as well as in some other Central
European countries, while Denmark and Bulgaria registered significant drops of respectively -4.8% and -3.1%
over the period. Sales in Greece, France, Finland, Sweden, Belgium, Italy and the Netherlands were almost
stable.

*Retail sales of textiles, clothing, footwear and leather goods in specialised stores
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• 2020 Latest trends

Among the retail market, the “Retail sales of textiles, clothing, footwear and leather goods in specialised
stores” was the most heavily affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. The turnover generated by the EU retailers
was 43.5% down during the 2nd quarter of 2020. This drop was far deeper as compared with the previous
quarter (-19%). All Member States, with no exception, recorded a double-digit plunge with negative rates
between -25% and -63%. The steepest drops were registered in Portugal, Ireland, Spain, the United Kingdom,
Bulgaria and Italy with setbacks equal or above -50%. This trend is expected to continue, despite the end of
the lockdown, because pandemic-related job losses will weigh heavily on consumer spending.

By contrast, “Retail sale via mail order houses or via Internet” had soared to an all-time high, following a sharp
increase of +32.4% during the 2nd quarter of 2020, as compared with the same quarter of 2019.
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4.5. The EU consumer prices

For the third year in a row the EU recorded a strong growth of its global harmonised index of consumer prices
(HICP - indices taking account of inflation), although at a slower pace compared to the previous years: +1.4% in
2019 vs +1.8% in 2018 and +1.6% in 2017.

Once again, clothing and textile related consumer prices increased less rapidly than the overall HICP,
contributing to reduce the inflationary pressure on consumers. Price increases of garments, carpets and home
textiles grew by +0.6% on average in 2019, a higher growth rate compared to 2018 (except for carpets).
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As in previous years, Romania recorded important increases  of consumer prices in clothing products
(+2.7%), followed by Germany (+2%), the Netherlands (+1.9%), Latvia (+1.7%), Luxembourg (+1.6%), as
well as Belgium, Hungary, Slovakia and Spain (around +1%). On the other hand, several Member States
were confronted with a noticeable decline in their clothing consumers’ prices. This was the case in
particular for Denmark (-3.1%), Czechia (-2.6%), Portugal (-2.5%) and Poland (-1.8%). Consumers in
France, Croatia, Finland, Greece, Lithuania, Malta, Ireland and Sweden enjoyed a decline in prices too. 
 Among the remaining Member States, prices grew marginally (below +0.6%) or remained stable.

Looking to the 2019 evolution by countries and by main product groups, we note that:

For carpets prices, the strongest increase was witnessed in Estonia (+7.1%), followed by Croatia (+2.3%)
and Austria (+1.8%). Prices in Luxembourg, Belgium, Romania, Czechia, France, the Netherland and
Germany recorded growth between +0.9% and +1.3%. While prices did change marginally (from -0.8% to
+0.6%) for Finland, Greece, Italy, Bulgaria and Poland. By contrast, consumers saw carpets and rugs’ prices
declining quite strongly in the remaining Member States with the highest drops recorded in Slovenia
(-2%), Lithuania (-2.4%), Portugal (-3.1%) and Malta (-11.4%).
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Finally, household textiles prices in Czechia (+3.7%) recorded the strongest growth together with Estonia,
Romania, Germany and Denmark (+2%), as well as Hungary and Slovenia (+1.8%). This trend was partially
offset by a relatively robust decrease in prices in Sweden (-2.6%), Portugal (-2.9%), Greece (-4.8%) and
Ireland (-9.7%). The trend that was also favourable to buyers Italy, Latvia, Spain and Finland. In the
remaining Member States, Bulgaria, France, Poland, Slovakia, Belgium, the Netherland, Luxembourg and
Lithuania, prices registered slight rises (from +0.5% to +1.3%).
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ANNEX - Summary
Tables 

Total EU27 and by Member States
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*Calendar adjusted data, not seasonally adjusted data 
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Summary tables, by Country

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  4 6    



   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  4 7    

Summary tables, by Country
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Summary tables, by Country
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Summary tables, by Country
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EUROSTAT GLOSSARY
Production value
The production value measure the amount actually produced by the unit, based on sales, including changes in stocks and the resale of goods and
services. The production value is defined as turnover, plus or minus the changes in stocks of finished products, work in progress and goods and
services purchased for resale, minus the purchases of goods and services for resale, plus capitalised production, plus other operating income 
 excluding subsidies).  Income and expenditure classified as financial or extra-ordinary in company accounts is excluded from production value.
Included in purchases of goods and services for resale are the purchases of services purchased in order to be rendered to third parties in the same
condition.
Note: Capitalised production includes the own-account production of all goods that are retained by their producers as investment. The latter  includes the
production of fixed tangible assets (buildings, etc.) as well as intangible assets (development of software, etc.). Capitalised production is unsold production and is
valued at production cost. Note that these capital goods are also to be included in investment.

changes in type and quality of the commodities and of the input materials;
Changes in stocks of finished goods and services, and work in progress;
Changes in technical input-output relations (processing techniques);
services, such as assembly of production units, repairs or planning.

gross production values (deflated);
production volumes (physical quantities data);
turnover (deflated);
work input;
raw material input;
energy input.

Production index
The production index is a business cycle indicator which aims to measure changes in value added at factor cost of industry over a given reference
period. It does this by measuring changes in the volume of output and activity at close and regular intervals, usually monthly.  In order to calculate a
genuine value added indicator data would be needed for an industry's gross output as well as for the inputs used in the production of these
outputs. Such data are generally not available on a monthly (or quarterly) basis. In practice, suitable proxy values for the calculation of the
production index are needed. 
The production index should also take into account:

Within industry, these may include:

quantity of units sold;
transport provided;
rebates;
service conditions;
guarantee conditions; 
destination.

Producer price index (PPI)
The (industrial) producer price index, abbreviated as PPI and also called output price index, is a business-cycle indicator showing the development
of transaction prices for the monthly industrial output of economic activities. The PPI does not only serve as an early indicator
of inflationary pressures in the economy before it reaches the consumer, but it can also record the evolution of prices over longer time periods.

The PPI for a specific economic activity measures the monthly change in the trading price of products and related services. The PPI is an output index
– it measures price changes from the seller's perspective. The prices collected in period  t should refer to orders booked during period  t  (at the
moment of the order) and not the moment when the commodities leave the factory gates. Price indices are calculated as a weighted average of the
relevant products. 
The appropriate price for calculating the PPI is the basic price that excludes VAT and similar deductible taxes which are directly linked to turnover, as
well as all duties and taxes on the goods and services invoiced. However, subsidies on products received by the producer, if there are any, should
be added to the basic price. All price-determining characteristics should be taken into account, including the:
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all duties and taxes on the goods or services invoiced by the unit with the exception of the value-added tax (VAT) invoiced by the unit vis-à-vis
its customer and other similar deductible taxes directly linked to turnover;
all other charges (transport, packaging, etc.) passed on to the customer, even if these charges are listed separately on the invoice.

income classified as other operating income, financial income and extraordinary income in compan accounts;
operating subsidies received from public authorities or the EU institutions.

Turnover
Turnover comprises the totals invoiced by the observation unit during the reference period: this corresponds to the total value of market sales of
goods and services to third parties. Turnover includes:

Excluded are:

Enterprise
An enterprise is the smallest combination of legal units that is an organisational unit producing goods or services, which benefits from a certain
degree of autonomy in decision-making, especially for the allocation of its current resources. An enterprise carries out one or more activities at one
or more locations. An enterprise may be a sole legal unit.

capitalized production (+);
other operating income (+);
increases (+) or decreases (-) of stocks;
purchases of goods and services (-);
other taxes on products which are linked to
turnover but not deductible (-);
duties and taxes linked to production (-).

Value added at factor cost
Value added at factor cost  is the gross income from operating activities after adjusting for operating subsidies and indirect taxes. It can be
calculated as the total sum of items to be added (+) or subtracted (-):
turnover (+);

Alternatively, it can be calculated from the gross operating surplus by adding personnel costs.

Gross investment in tangible goods
Gross investment in tangible goods  is defined as investment during the reference period in all tangible goods. Included are new and existing
tangible capital goods, whether bought from third parties or produced for own use (i.e. capitalised production of tangible capital goods), having a
useful life of more than one year including non-produced tangible goods such as land. Investments in intangible and financial assets are excluded.

Persons employed
The number of persons employed  is defined as the total number of persons who work in the observation unit (inclusive of working proprietors,
partners working regularly in the unit and unpaid family workers), as well as persons who work outside the unit who belong to it and are paid by it
(e.g. sales representatives, delivery personnel, repair and maintenance teams). It excludes manpower supplied to the unit by other enterprises,
persons carrying out repair and maintenance work in the enquiry unit on behalf of other enterprises, as well as those on compulsory military
service.

Index of gross wages and salaries - SBS
The  index of gross wages and salaries  is defined as the total remuneration, in cash or in kind, payable to all persons counted on the payroll
(excluding agency workers), regardless of whether it is paid on the basis of working time, output or piecework and whether it is paid regularly.
Included are social contributions, income taxes, etc. payable by the employee even if they are withheld by the employer and paid on behalf of the
employee. Not included are social contributions payable by the employer, reimbursed expenses, training and other labour-related costs.
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Personnel costs
Personnel costs  are defined as the total remuneration, in cash or in kind, payable by an employer to an  employee  (regular
and  temporary employees, as well as home-workers) in return for work done by the latter during the reference period. Personnel
costs  are made up of wages, salaries and employers' social security costs. They include taxes and employees' social security
contributions retained by the employer, as well as the employer's compulsory and voluntary social contributions.
Average personnel costs (or unit labour costs) equal personnel costs divided by the number of employees (persons who are paid and
have an employment contract).

Volume of sales index
The volume of sales index, more commonly called the index of the volume of (retail) sales, is the value of retail sales in terms of its
volume. The volume of sales index is a volume measure of the retail trade turnover index. In order to eliminate the price effect
on turnover in the retail trade, a deflator of sales is used.
This sales deflator is an index with a similar methodology to that of an output price index but it is adapted specifically for the retail
trade. It reflects price changes in the goods sold rather than the sales service provided.

Confidence indicator
A confidence indicator is a statistical indicator based on the results from business surveys interrogating enterprises on their current
economic situation and their expectations about future developments. Five separate confidence indicators are produced, for industry,
construction, services, retail trade and consumers. Each confidence indicator is calculated as the simple  arithmetic average  of the
(seasonally adjusted) balances of positive and negative answers to specific questions, e.g. regarding economic expectations. In order
to be able to track overall economic activity, a broader economic sentiment indicator (ESI)  is calculated as a composite indicator of
these confidence indicators.

Harmonised index of consumer prices (HICP)
The harmonised index of consumer prices, abbreviated as HICP, is the consumer price index as it is calculated in the EU, according
to a harmonised approach and a single set of definitions. It is mainly used to measure inflation.

Consumer price index (CPI)
The consumer price index, abbreviated as CPI, measures the change over time in the prices of consumer goods and services
acquired, used or paid for by households. It is an important measure of inflation in the European Union (EU).
CPIs aim to cover the whole set of goods and services consumed within the territory of a country by the population. To do this, a
representative set is selected; the so-called “consumer basket”. Consumer goods and services include, for example, food and
beverages, products for personal hygiene, newspapers and periodicals, expenditure on housing, water, electricity, gas and other
fuels, health, transport, communications, education, restaurants and hotels.
Many of these goods and services are bought frequently or consumed on a daily basis.
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Tex t i l e  indus t r y

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and  evo lu t ion

of  the  tex t i l e  indus t r y  in  2019

G l o b a l  a s  w e l l  a s  A u s t r i a n  m a c r o e c o n o m i c

d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  a  s l o w d o w n  i n

2 0 1 9 .  I n  A u s t r i a ,  G D P  g r o w t h  w a s  m a i n l y  d r i v e n  b y

p r i v a t e  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  t h e  s e r v i c e s  s e c t o r  a n d  t h e

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y ,  w h i l e  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  i n d u s t r y

a n d  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  d a m p e n e d  o v e r a l l  e c o n o m i c

d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  l o o m i n g  r e c o v e r y  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l

e c o n o m y  w a s  a b r u p t l y  e n d e d  b y  t h e  m e a s u r e s  t a k e n

t o  c o m b a t  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  i n  m i d - M a r c h  2 0 2 0 .

Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e  ac t i v i t y
       

I n  2 0 1 9  t h e  v a l u e  o f  produc t ion  o f  t e x t i l e s  ( i n c l u d i n g

k n i t t i n g )  r i s e  u p  b y  0 , 5 %  ( c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  O E N A C E

c o d e  1 3 )  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 8 .  

T h e  tu rnover  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  d e c r e a s e d  b y

2 , 7 %  ( t o  € 2 . 4 0 9  M i o )  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .

T e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  t u r n o v e r  d e c r e a s e d  b y  0 , 4 %  a n d  t h e

s e c t o r s  o f  a p p a r e l  a n d  h o m e  t e x t i l e s  f e l l  b y  4 , 6 % .

Fac tors  In f luenc ing  Tex t i l e s  and  the i r

Evo lu t ion

Ex te rna l  T rade :  T h e  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y

4 , 1 % ,  t h e  i m p o r t s  b y  2 , 1 % :

Employment :  B y  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 1 9  t h e  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y  h a d  10 .793  employees  in  114

compan ies .  T h i s  i s  a  r e d u c t i o n  o f  4 , 4 %  i n

c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .

Inves tments :  T h e  A u s t r i a n  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y

i n v e s t e d  €53  Mio  i n  2 0 1 9  ( E s t i m a t i o n  o f  t h e

A u s t r i a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E c o n o m i c  R e s e a r c h ) .

Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e  ac t i v i t y  dur ing  the  f i r s t

months  o f  2020  and  prospec t s

T h e  t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s  e x p e c t  f u r t h e r  l o s s e s  i n

o r d e r s  a n d  t h e i r  o w n  p r o d u c t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e

C o r o n a  v i r u s .

I n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m  p r o d u c t i o n  o f

p r o t e c t i v e  m a s k s  c a n  c u s h i o n  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n

p r o d u c t i o n  s o m e w h a t .

AUSTRIA
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C lo th ing  indus t ry

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  g r o s s

n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t  w a s  1 . 6 % .  A  s h a r p  d e c l i n e  f r o m

- 5 %  t o  - 1 0 %  i s  e x p e c t e d  f o r  2 0 2 0  d u e  t o  t h e

c o r o n a  c r i s i s .

Evo lu t ion  o f  c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y

O u r  c o m p a n i e s  r e s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  e a r n i n g s  o f  t h e  y e a r

2 0 1 9  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  b e t t e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d .

       

Produc t ion :  D u e  t o  d o w n s i z i n g  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  b y

c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  t h e i r  c o r e  c o m p e t e n c i e s ,  t h e

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c l o t h i n g  w i t h i n  A u s t r i a  d e c l i n e d  b y

- 2 . 8 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  

T h e  m a j o r  s u b c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t n e r s  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n

t h e  n e w  E U - m e m b e r  s t a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a  s m a l l e r

d e g r e e  i n  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a ,  S e r b i a ,  M a c e d o n i a

a n d  A l b a n i a .

Turnover :  I n  2 0 1 9  t h e  t u r n o v e r  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n

c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  r e m a i n e d  a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ' s

l e v e l ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  € 9 7 0  M i o  ( + / -  0 % ) .  

Expor t s/ Impor t s :  I n  2 0 1 9  t h e  expor t s  w e r e

i n c r e a s i n g  b y  +9 .4%  ( i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s i t  p r o d u c t s  a n d

c u t s ) .   Impor t s  inc reased  by  +3 .7  % .   

T h e  m a i n  m a r k e t  w a s ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  G e r m a n y  w i t h

€ 1 . 2 1 1  b i l l i o n  ( + 1 5 . 5 % ) .

Employment :  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h i n  t h e

A u s t r i a n  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  r e m a i n e d  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f

2 0 1 8 ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 , 9 0 0 .

H o w e v e r ,  w e  h a r d l y  e x p e c t  l o s s  o f  c o m p a n i e s  a n d

e m p l o y e e s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 0 .

Wages :  S a l a r i e s  a n d  w a g e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y

a p p r o x i m a t e l y   + 2 . 1 3 % .

   Data source: Country report

Evo lu t ion  o f  C lo th ing  Indus t ry  dur ing  the  f i r s t

months  o f  2020  and  prospec t s

Fac to rs  in f luenc ing  c lo th ing  and  the i r

evo lu t ion

T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  s h u t d o w n  i n  r e t a i l ,  t h e

s t o p p a g e  i n  t o u r i s m ,  h a v e  a l s o  h i t  o u r  c o m p a n i e s

h a r d .  M o s t  c o m p a n i e s  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s h o r t - t i m e  w o r k .  T h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f

s h o r t - t i m e  w o r k  m u s t  b e  p r o l o n g e d  u n t i l  2 0 2 1 .

D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  p r o d u c t  g r o u p ,  t h e  o r d e r

s i t u a t i o n  f o r  2 0 2 0  i s  d e c l i n i n g  b e t w e e n  0 %  a n d  –

5 0 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  i n  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  D u e  t o  b a n k r u p t c i e s  b e c a u s e  o f

t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  c r i s i s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  i n

A u s t r i a  h a s  d e c r e a s e d .  I t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  n o t

p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t i m a t e  h o w  t h e  f a l l  /  w i n t e r  s e a s o n

2 0 2 0 / 2 1  w i l l  d e v e l o p .  T h e  e x p e c t e d  d e c l i n e  i n

p r o d u c t i o n  /  s a l e s  f o r  2 0 2 0  i s  b e t w e e n  0  a n d  -

2 5 % .  T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  C o m m u n i t y  m a s k s  h e l p e d

o u r  c o m p a n i e s  t o  c u t  t h e  l o s s e s  f r o m  t h e

s h u t d o w n .   

Aus t r ia ' s  fo re ign  t rade  in  c lo th ing  produc t s

a l ready  su f fe red  in  the  f i r s t  quar te r  o f  2020

f rom the  e f fec t s  o f  the  corona  pandemic
F o r e i g n  t r a d e  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0

a l r e a d y  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  C O V I D -

1 9  c r i s i s .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  m a n y  y e a r s ,  b o t h ,  t o t a l

i m p o r t s ( - 7 . 7 % )  a n d  t o t a l  e x p o r t s  ( - 4 . 5 % )  o f  c l o t h i n g

p r o d u c t s  i n  A u s t r i a  s h o w  a  d e c l i n e  ( s o u r c e :  S t a t i s t i k

A u s t r i a ,  c u s t o m i z e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  C l o t h i n g

I n d u s t r y  G r o u p  w i t h i n  T B S L  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g

b e d d i n g ,  m a t t r e s s e s ,  h a t s ,  e t c . ) .
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   Data source: Country report

W h i l e  i m p o r t s  f r o m  C h i n a  ( r a n k i n g :  2 n d )  r e c o r d e d  a

+ 3 . 4 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e y

d e c l i n e d  b y  - 1 0 . 3 %  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0 .  W i t h

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  P a k i s t a n  ( r a n k i n g  8 /  +  1 1 . 8 % ) ,

M y a n m a r  ( r a n k i n g  1 0  /  +  2 3 . 1 % )  a n d  S r i  L a n k a

( r a n k i n g  1 8  /  + 1 5 . 8 % ) ,  i m p o r t s  f r o m  o t h e r  A s i a n

s u p p l y i n g  c o u n t r i e s  s t a g n a t e d ,  B a n g l a d e s h  (  3 r d  r a n k

/  - 8 . 2 % ) ,  V i e t n a m  ( 6 t h  r a n k  /  - 1 . 3 % ) ,  I n d i a  ( 7 t h  r a n k

/  - 1 0 . 4 % ) ,  I n d o n e s i a  ( 1 7 t h  r a n k  /  - 2 9 . 7 % ) .  

A u s t r i a n  i m p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  E U  2 7  a l s o  d e c l i n e d  b y

- 7 . 5 % .  

T h e  h i g h  g r o w t h  i n  e x p o r t s  w i t h i n  C h i n a  i s  r e m a r k a b l e

w i t h  +  2 5 4 %  ( r a n k i n g  2 0 ) .  T h i s  i n c r e a s e  i s  p r i m a r i l y

d u e  t o  C N  6 3 0 7 9 0 9 8  ( i n c l u d i n g  f a c e m a s k s ) .  C o m p a r e d

t o  t h e  s a m e  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  t h e r e  w a s  a n

e x p o r t  g r o w t h  o f  a r o u n d  2 . 4  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( + 1 3 3 7 0 % ) .

C h i n e s e  i m p o r t s  o f  t h i s  i t e m  a l m o s t  d o u b l e d  i n  t h e

f i r s t  q u a r t e r  2 0 2 0  ( i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  1 Q  2 0 1 9 )  t o  a

v a l u e  a r o u n d  E U R  1 6 . 7  m i l l i o n  ( + 9 0 . 8 % ) .  I t  i s

t h e r e f o r e  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  e x p o r t s

i n v o l v e d  r e t u r n  e x p o r t s  t o  C h i n a  o f  f a c e m a s k s  t h a t

w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  d e l i v e r e d  t o  A u s t r i a .  

A l t h o u g h  e x p o r t s  t o  t h e  E U  2 7  d e c r e a s e d  b y  - 3 . 9 %  i n

t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0 ,  w h e r e a s  e x p o r t s  t o  P o l a n d

r e c o r d e d  + 3 2  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( 2 n d  r a n k  /  +  5 2 . 1 % )  a n d

t o  t h e  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c  + 1 0 . 8  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( r a n k  3 /  +

3 3 . 2 % )  s h o w e d  a  s t r o n g  p l u s .  T h e  s t r o n g  i n c r e a s e  i n

N o r w a y  e x p o r t s  ( r a n k  2 9  /  +  4 0 . 6 % )  i s  d u e  t o  a n

i n c r e a s e  i n  e x p o r t s  i n  t h e  u n d e r w e a r  s e g m e n t

( b r a s s i e r e ) .  E x p o r t s  t o  G e r m a n y  ( r a n k  1  /  - 1 5 . 8 % ) ,

I t a l y  ( r a n k  4  /  - 1 2 . 3 % ) ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  ( r a n k  7  /  - 1 6 % ) ,

F r a n c e  ( r a n k  1 0  /  - 1 6 ,  4 % )  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  U n i t e d

K i n g d o m  ( r a n k i n g  1 4  /  - 2 0 . 5 % )  a n d  t h e  U S A  ( r a n k i n g

1 5 t h  / - 2 4 . 3 % ) .

AUSTRIA
Fachverband der Textil-, Bekleidungs-, Schuh- und Lederindustrie – TBSL

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  5 7

V a l .  o f  d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c t i o n  2 0 1 9  a p p r .  €  2 8 9 . 7

m i l l i o n   

T u r n o v e r  2 0 1 9  ( t o t a l )  a p p r .  €  9 7 0  m i l l i o n  ( i n c l .

K n i t w e a r ) .  

N u m b e r  o f  e n t e r p r i s e s  2 0 1 9  ( t o t a l )  1 2 8   

N u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  ( t o t a l )  a p p r .  6 , 9 0 0 .



   Data source: Country report

BELGIUM
Fédération Belge de l’Industrie Textile, du Bois et de l’Ameublement – FEDUSTRIA

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  5 8

D o m e s t i c  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r i s e  l a s t  y e a r  ( + 7 3

0 0 0  p e r s o n s ) .  S i n c e  2 0 1 4  i s  t h e  o v e r a l l   i n c r e a s e  3 1 3

0 0 0  p e r s o n s .  W e a k  p r o d u c t i v i t y  g r o w t h  ( 0 . 3  %  a  y e a r

o n  a v e r a g e  s i n c e  2 0 1 4 ;  - 0 . 2  %  i n  2 0 1 9 )  s h a l l  b e

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h e  m e a s u r e s  t o  r e d u c e  l a b o u r  c o s t s

s i n c e  2 0 1 5 ,  w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e  l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e  g r o w t h .

I n f l a t i o n  d e c r e a s e d  t o  1 . 4  %  i n  2 0 1 9 .

( S o u r c e  :   F e d e r a l  P l a n n i n g  B u r e a u  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 0 ) .

2 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e  ac t i v i t y
I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  t o t a l  t u r n o v e r  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y  a m o u n t e d  t o  E U R  3 . 9  b i l l i o n ,  r o u g h l y  t h e

s a m e  a s  i n  2 0 1 8  ( + 0 . 8 % ) .  H o w e v e r ,  g i v e n  a n  a v e r a g e

p r i c e  e f f e c t  o f  + 3  % ,  p r o d u c t i o n  f e l l  b y  a b o u t  2  %  i n

v o l u m e .

T h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y

a r e ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e  4 . 4 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  t u r n o v e r  i n

c a r p e t  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  a l m o s t

e q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c l i n e  i n  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  ( 3 . 1 % ) .

W o v e n  f a b r i c s  ( f o r  b o t h  c l o t h i n g  a n d  i n t e r i o r  t e x t i l e s )

f e l l  b y  1 . 7 % .  T e x t i l e  f i n i s h i n g  s h o w e d  a  l i m i t e d

i n c r e a s e  o f  1 . 3 % .   T h e  n o t a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  y a r n

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  1 1 . 7 %  i s  m a i n l y  d u e  t o  f i b r e

p r e p a r a t i o n ,  i n  w h i c h  f l a x  f i b r e  a c c o u n t s  f o r  a  v e r y

i m p o r t a n t  s h a r e .

3 .  Fac to rs  in f luenc ing  tex t i l e s  and  the i r

evo lu t ion

3 .1 .  Fore ign  t rade  :  t ex t i l e  (exc lud ing  tex t i l e  f ibers

and  woven  c lo th ing ,  inc lud ing  kn i t ted  c lo th ing  and

t rans i t  t rade)

G l o b a l  t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  d r o p p e d  b y  6 . 2 % ,  w h i l e  i m p o r t s

d e c r e a s e d  b y  5 . 2 % .  T h e  s u r p l u s  o n  t h e  t e x t i l e  t r a d e

b a l a n c e  r e a c h e d  2 . 3  b i l l i o n  e u r o s .

S i tua t ion  o f  the  Be lg ian  tex t i l e  indus t r y  in

2019  and  out look  fo r  2020  

1 .Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  2019
U n c e r t a i n t y  a b o u t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  m a i n l y  a f f e c t s

t h e  e u r o  z o n e ,  w h i c h  i s  m u c h  m o r e  o p e n  t h a n  t h e  U S

a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  e c o n o m y .  G D P  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  e u r o

z o n e  f e l l  b a c k  f r o m  1 . 9  %  i n  2 0 1 8  t o  1 . 2  %  i n  2 0 1 9 .

T h e  B e l g i a n  e c o n o m y  p e r f o r m e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d

i n  2 0 1 9 ,  w i t h  g r o w t h  o f  1 . 4 % .  T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

e c o n o m i c  s l o w d o w n  t e m p e r e d  e x p o r t  g r o w t h  a n d  t h e

l o s s  o f  c o n s u m e r  c o n f i d e n c e  w e i g h e d  o n  t h e

d y n a m i s m  o f  p r i v a t e  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  g r o w t h

c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  n e t  e x p o r t s  w e r e  l e s s  n e g a t i v e  t h a n  i n

2 0 1 8 .  

T h e  r e a l  d i s p o s a b l e  i n c o m e  o f  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r o s e

b y  2 . 5  %  i n  2 0 1 9 .   T h e  p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  i n  2 0 1 9  w a s

s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  i n d e x a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a g e s  a n d  s o c i a l

b e n e f i t s  a n d  t h e  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e  t a x  ( i n

t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  o f  t h e  t a x  s h i f t )  a n d  b y  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  o f  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e  v o l u m e

g r o w t h  o f  p r i v a t e  c o n s u m p t i o n  l a s t  y e a r  w a s  l i m i t e d  t o

1 . 1  %  d u e  t o  w e a k e n e d  c o n s u m e r  c o n f i d e n c e ,  w h i c h

l e d  t o  a  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s a v i n g s  r a t e .

I n v e s t m e n t s  b y  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  i n  2 0 1 9

s u p p o r t e d  b y  l o w  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  

T h e  d o w n t u r n  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  c l i m a t e

e r o d e d  B e l g i a n  b u s i n e s s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  2 0 1 8  a n d

2 0 1 9 .  B u s i n e s s  i n v e s t m e n t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e m a i n e d

r e l a t i v e l y  d y n a m i c ,  w i t h  a  v o l u m e  g r o w t h  o f  3 . 9  %  a n d

3 . 1  %  i n  2 0 1 8  a n d  2 0 1 9  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
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Be lg ian  fo re ign  t rade  in  tex t i l e  p roduc t s ,  exc lus i ve  o f  tex t i l e  f ibers :  b reakdown per  ma in  a reas .

S o u r c e :  I n s t i t u t  d e s  C o m p t e s  N a t i o n a u x

( 1 ) :  c o u n t r y  o f  d e s t i n a t i o n

( 2 ) :  c o u n t r y  o f  p r o v e n a n c e  ( I N T R A S T A T ) ;  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n  ( E X T R A S T A T )
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C h i n a  r e m a i n s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s u p p l i e r  o f  t e x t i l e s

o n  o u r  m a r k e t  w i t h  a  s h a r e  o f  1 4 . 1 % .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,

i m p o r t s  o f  C h i n e s e  t e x t i l e s  d e c r e a s e d  b y  1 2 . 4 %  i n

v a l u e  i n  2 0 1 9 .

3 .2 .  Employment  t rends

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  l o s t  a b o u t  3 5 0

e m p l o y e e s ,  a  d e c r e a s e  o f  1 . 9 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 8 .  A s

a  r e s u l t ,  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  2 0 1 9  c o m e s  t o  a  t o t a l  o f

1 8 , 0 3 6  e m p l o y e e s .  

 

3 .3 .  Wage  t rends

A c c o r d i n g  t o  p r o v i s i o n a l  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  F P S  E c o n o m y

t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u r l y  w a g e  i n  t e x t i l e  f o r  2 0 1 8  w a s

1 6 , 3 2 € .   F o r  2 0 1 9  t h e r e  i s  n o t  y e t  a n y  p r o v i s i o n a l

f i g u r e  a v a i l a b l e .   A s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  i n d e x a t i o n  i n  2 0 1 9 ,

b u t  o n l y  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  w a g e  i n c r e a s e  f r o m  1 / 9 / 2 0 1 9

t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u r l y  w a g e  c a n  b e  e s t i m a t e d  1 6 , 3 7 € .   

 

F e d u s t r i a  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u r l y  w a g e  c o s t

i n  t e x t i l e  a m o u n t e d  t o  2 8 , 7 7  €  i n  2 0 1 9 .  

3 .4 .  Impor tance  o f  inves tment

A f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  d e c l i n e ,  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  a s  m u c h  a s  2 8 . 3 %  i n  2 0 1 9 ,

r e f l e c t i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  C a p a c i t y

u t i l i s a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  a s  i n  2 0 1 8 ,

a v e r a g i n g  7 3 . 6  %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  I n  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  c a p a c i t y

u t i l i s a t i o n  r a t e  w a s  s t i l l  7 7 . 9  % .

4 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e  ac t i v i t y  dur ing  the  f i r s t

months  o f  2020  and  prospec t s  

T h e  s y n t h e t i c  b u s i n e s s  c y c l e  c u r v e  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y ,  w h i c h  m e a s u r e s  b u s i n e s s  c o n f i d e n c e ,

c o l l a p s e d  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 0 ,  a f t e r  t h e  l o c k d o w n

i n t r o d u c e d  i n  m i d - M a r c h  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9

p a n d e m i c ,  a n d  r e a c h e d  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  l o w .

S o m e  2 4  %  o f  t o t a l  t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  a r e  m a d e  u p  o f

t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s ,  w h i c h  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  2 , 2  %  f a l l  i n

e x p o r t s .  I n t e r i o r  t e x t i l e s ,  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t

p r o d u c t  g r o u p  w i t h  a  2 1  %  s h a r e  o f  e x p o r t s ,

d e c r e a s e d  b y  4 , 1  % .  C a r p e t s  ( 6 6  %  o f  e x p o r t s  o f

i n t e r i o r  t e x t i l e s )  w e r e  a b l e  t o  l i m i t  t h e  f a l l  i n  e x p o r t s

t o  1 , 7  % .  S t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h ,  t h i s  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  t h e

o v e r a l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t u r n o v e r  f o r  c a r p e t s  o f  4  % .

F u r n i t u r e ,  d e c o r a t i v e  a n d  m a t t r e s s  c o v e r i n g s ,  w h i c h

a c c o u n t  f o r  s o m e  1 7  %  o f  e x p o r t s  o f  i n t e r i o r  t e x t i l e s ,

e x p e r i e n c e d  a  s l i g h t  f a l l  o f  2 , 8  % .  H o u s e h o l d  t e x t i l e s

( s u c h  a s  b e d ,  b a t h ,  k i t c h e n  a n d  t a b l e  l i n e n )  a l s o

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  1 7  %  o f  i n t e r i o r  t e x t i l e s  e x p o r t s  a n d

d e c l i n e d  b y  1 2 . 6  % .  

 

Y a r n  e x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 , 2  % .  W o v e n  f a b r i c s  m a i n l y

f o r  c l o t h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  b y  4 . 6 %  a n d  k n i t t e d  f a b r i c s  

 d e c r e a s e d  b y  4 . 5 % .   E x p o r t s  o f  k n i t t e d  c l o t h i n g ,

m e a n l y  t r a n s i t ,  d e c r e a s e d  b y  1 2 . 4 % .   

 

E U  M A R K E T  L O S T  G R O U N D

S o m e  8 6  %  o f  t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  a r e  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  E U

m a r k e t .  I t  d e c l i n e d  b y  7 . 4  %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  E x p o r t s  t o   

 F r a n c e  ( f i r s t  m a r k e t ;  - 1 3 . 3 % )  a n d  t h e  U K  ( t h i r d

m a r k e t ;  - 6 . 4 % )  d r o p p e d .   T h e  U K  i s  t h e  m a i n  e x p o r t

m a r k e t  f o r  i n t e r i o r  t e x t i l e s .  T h e  B r e x i t  i s s u e s  c l e a r l y

a f f e c t e d  o u r  e x p o r t s  t o  t h e  U K .  E x p o r t s  t o  G e r m a n y ,  

 t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m a r k e t ,  s l i g h t l y  i n c r e a s e d

( + 0 . 7 % ) .   

 

E X P O R T S  O U T S I D E  T H E  E U  P A R T L Y  O F F S E T  T H E  F A L L  I N

T H E  I N T E R N A L  M A R K E T  

T e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  E U  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 . 7  % .

T h e r e  a r e  l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  r e g i o n s .  M a r k e t s

w h e r e  t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  a r e  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e

o u t s i d e  t h e  E U  ( + 1 . 0  % ;  w i t h  a  n o t a b l e  i n c r e a s e  t o

T u r k e y  + 1 1 . 4  % ) ,  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  ( + 1 1 . 0  % ;  U S A  + 9 . 1 % ) ,

F a r  E a s t  ( + 3 . 9 % ;  h o w e v e r  J a p a n  - 1 0 . 2 %  b u t  t o  C h i n a

+ 2 2 . 4 % )  a n d  A f r i c a  ( + 3 . 9 % ) .  E x p o r t s  t o  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e

r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  ( R u s s i a  + 1 . 3 % ) .   A  f a l l  w a s  r e c o r d e d

i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  ( - 6 . 3 % ;  t o  M e x i c o  h o w e v e r  + 1 9 . 1 % ) ,

N e a r  a n d  M i d d l e  E a s t  ( - 1 . 1 % )  a n d  O c e a n i a  ( - 4 . 5 % ) .
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S o u r c e  :  N B B

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0  t h e  t u r n o v e r  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  d e c r e a s e d  b y  5 . 5 % .   F o r  t h e  w h o l e  y e a r  2 0 2 0

t h e  d r o p  o f  t h e  t u r n o v e r  c a n  b e  e s t i m a t a d  a t  2 0  t o  2 5 % .

Synthe t i c  e conomic  curve  in  the  tex t i l e  indus t r y

(exc lud ing  the  c lo th ing  indus t ry )

( u p  t o  J u n e  2 0 2 0 )



   Data source: Country report

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and  evo lu t ion  o f  the  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  indus t r y  in  2019
I n  2 0 1 9  B u l g a r i a n  T & C  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p a c e  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,  a s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  d e m a n d  r e m a i n e d

s t a b l e  a m i d s t  t h e  o n g o i n g  w o r k f o r c e  o u t f l o w  f r o m  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  w o r k e r s  l e a v i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n

d i r e c t i o n  o t h e r  s e c t o r s  o r  c o u n t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  i n d u s t r y ’ s  a t t e m p t s  t o  p r o p o s e  r e g u l a t o r y  m e a s u r e s  t o

r e d u c e  “ f a k e ”  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a m o n g  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e ,  w h i c h  u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  g r o w t h  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  t h e

T & C  s e c t o r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  r e g i s t e r e d  a  s l i g h t  g r o w t h  ( 0 , 4 %  i n  a b s o l u t e  n u m b e r s )  o f  e x p o r t s  c o m p a r e d

t o  2 0 1 8 ,  w h i c h  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  p r i c e s .

Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y
T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  t u r n o v e r  i n d e x  d r o p p e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  w a s  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e

t e x t i l e  s u b s e c t o r :

BULGARIA
Bulgarian Association of Apparel and Textile Producers and Exporters – BAATPE

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r i c e  i n d e x  r o s e  i n  b o t h  s u b s e c t o r s  w h e r e a s  t h e  i n c r e a s e  w a s  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s u b s e c t o r :
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T h e  r e t a i l  t u r n o v e r  i n d e x  s h o w e d  s o m e  s l o w d o w n  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  2 0 1 8 .

Fac tors  in f luenc ing  tex t i l e s/c lo th ing  and  the i r  evo lu t ion  
I n  2 0 1 9  B u l g a r i a n  T & C  e x p o r t s  r e a c h e d  2 , 0 1 8  b i l l i o n  E u r o s  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a  0 , 4 %  i n c r e a s e  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  T h e  E U  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t r a d e  p a r t n e r  f o r  B u l g a r i a n  c o m p a n i e s  w h i l e  t h e

e x p o r t s  t o  n o n - E U  c o u n t r i e s  a m o u n t  t o  o n l y  1 1 %  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  e x p o r t s .
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BULGARIA
Bulgarian Association of Apparel and Textile Producers and Exporters – BAATPE
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T h e  c l o t h i n g - r e l a t e d  c h a p t e r s  6 1  ( 3 3 % )  a n d  6 2  ( 3 7 % )  a m o u n t  f o r  7 0 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  T & C  e x p o r t s ,  a s  t h e  r e m a i n i n g

2 9 %  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  o t h e r  c h a p t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  t e x t i l e s .  I t a l y  w a s  t h e  l e a d i n g  m a r k e t  f o r  B u l g a r i a n

T & C  e x p o r t s  a m o u n t i n g  t o  2 2 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  e x p o r t s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  G e r m a n y  ( 1 9 % ) ,  F r a n c e  ( 1 0 % )  a n d  G r e e c e  ( 1 0 % ) .

T h e  i m p o r t  s t r u c t u r e  a l s o  e x p e r i e n c e d  n o  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  w i t h  I t a l y  ( 1 9 % ) ,  T u r k e y  ( 1 3 % )  a n d  G e r m a n y  ( 1 3 % )

r e m a i n i n g  t h e  m a i n  c o u n t r i e s  o f  i m p o r t  f o r  B u l g a r i a .  O n e  t h i r d  ( 3 3 % )  o f  t h e  T & C  i m p o r t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  c l o t h i n g

a r t i c l e s  ( C h a p t e r s  6 1  a n d  6 2 ) ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  w a s  t e x t i l e s .

T h e  T & C  i n d u s t r y  i n  B u l g a r i a  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u f f e r  f r o m  t h e  l o s s  o f  w o r k f o r c e  i n  2 0 1 9  a s  n e a r l y  4 0 0 0  p e o p l e  l e f t  t h e

s e c t o r  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a l i d  f o r  t h e  C l o t h i n g  s u b s e c t o r  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e

i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w h i l e  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  T e x t i l e s  s u b s e c t o r  r e m a i n s  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e .



   Data source: Country report

BULGARIA
Bulgarian Association of Apparel and Textile Producers and Exporters – BAATPE

Evo lu t ion  o f  Tex t i l e/C lo th ing  Indus t ry  dur ing

the  f i r s t  months  o f  2020  and  prospec t s

T h e  f i r s t  m o n t h s  o f  2 0 2 0  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  i n f l u e n c e d

b y  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9  c r i s i s  w h i c h  l e d  t o  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f

o r d e r s  a n d  e v e n  f o r c e d  m a n y  f a c t o r i e s  t o

t e m p o r a r i l y  c l o s e  d o w n  o r  t o  r e l e a s e  p a r t i a l l y  t h e i r

p e r s o n n e l .  M a n y  c o m p a n i e s  r e - s t r u c t u r e d  t h e i r

p r o d u c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  h i g h  d e m a n d

f o r  p r o t e c t i v e  w e a r  ( m o s t l y  m a s k s ) ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s

o n l y  a  t e m p o r a r y  s o l u t i o n .  T h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  f o r  2 0 2 0

a r e  q u i t e  n e g a t i v e  a s  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e

i n d u s t r y  a r e  t h a t  t h e  c o r o n a  c r i s i s  m i g h t  l e a d  t o  a

d r o p d o w n  i n  o r d e r s  o f  4 0 - 6 0 % .
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GENERAL  ECONOMIC  ENVIRONMENT  AND EVOLUT ION OF  THE  TEXT ILE/CLOTHING INDUSTRY  IN  2019
C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  r e s e a r c h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o d u c t s  m a d e  i n

h i g h - t e c h  p r o c e s s e s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  b o t h  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  i n v e s t m e n t  f u n d s ,  a n d  d u e  t o  t h e  b u r d e n  o f

e v e r y d a y  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  d e a l s  w i t h . T h e  C r o a t i a n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n

w h i c h  i t  f i n d s  i t s e l f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  m a r k e t m o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  n e a r  a n d  w i d e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  n e e d s  a n  u r g e n t

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . W h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  C r o a t i a  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c h a n c e  f o r

d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c e r s  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n  t h e  l o h n  b u s i n e s s  o r  i n  t h e  l o w  s e g m e n t  o f  c l o t h i n g  r e t a i l e r s ,  w h i c h  i s

o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  s o m e  o f  o u r  l a r g e  t e x t i l e  f a c t o r i e s .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  p r e c i s e  a n a l y s i s  o f

t h e c u r r e n t  m a r k e t  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  b o t h  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d

a b r o a d , d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o w n  b r a n d ,  d e s i g n e d  m a r k e t i n g  c a m p a i g n s ,  e x c e l l e n c e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  g r o w i n g  f i e l d

o f p r o t e c t i v e  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  t h a t  w e  c a n  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  s t a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  g o i n

t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .

CROATIA
Croatian Chamber of Economy – HGK, Croatian Employers' Association, 
CEA Textile and Leather Industry Association
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EVOLUT ION OF  TEXT ILE/CLOTHING ACT IV ITY

Number  o f  employees

Number  o f  Company
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CROATIA
Croatian Chamber of Economy – HGK, Croatian Employers' Association, 
CEA Textile and Leather Industry Association
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Turnover

FACTORS  INFLUENCING TEXT ILES/CLOTHING AND THE IR  EVOLUT ION
N o t  A v a i l a b l e

EVOLUT ION OF  TEXT ILE/CLOTHING ACT IV ITY  DURING THE  F IRST  MONTHS  OF  2020  AND PROSPECTS

Indus t r i a l  p roduc t ion  -  Or ig ina l  ind i ces  o f  p roduc t ion  vo lume to ta l ,  a c cord ing  to  MIGs  2009  and

NKD 2007 .  Sec t ions  and  d i v i s ion ,  Augus t  2020
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CROATIA
Croatian Chamber of Economy – HGK, Croatian Employers' Association, 
CEA Textile and Leather Industry Association
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Number  and  s t ruc ture  o f  persons  in  pa id  employment  in  l ega l  en t i t i e s ,  a c cord ing  to  NKD 2007 .1 )

and  by  sex ,  p rocess ing  accord ing  to  JOPPD fo rm -  P rov i s iona l  DATA



   Data source: Country report

F i n n i s h  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  s l o w e d  d o w n  i n  2 0 1 9  e v e n  t h o u g h  e x p o r t  s a l e s  w e r e  s t r o n g .   

T h e  g r o w t h  o f  c o n s u m p t i o n  p r i c e s  w a s  m o d e r a t e .  E x p o r t  p r i c e s  d e c l i n e d  a  l i t t l e .   

P r i v a t e  c o n s u m p t i o n  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  d e m a n d  i n  F i n l a n d .  I t  g r e w  b y  1 . 0 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .

Evo lu t ion  o f  Tex t i l e/C lo th ing  Indus t ry  dur ing  the  f i r s t  months  o f  2020  and  prospec t s

TURNOVER  OF  TEXT ILE  INDUSTRY  GREW BY  2 .2% IN  2019   

 T e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  F i n l a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  3 4 0  c o m p a n i e s  w h i c h  m a k e  a  t u r n o v e r  o f  E U R  4 1 4  m i l l i o n  a n d  e m p l o y  2

1 0 0  p e r s o n s .  T u r n o v e r  o f  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  g r e w  b y  2 . 2 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  G r o w t h  c a m e  m a i n l y  f r o m  e x p o r t  t u r n o v e r  w h i c h

g r e w  b y  2 . 2 % .  D o m e s t i c  s a l e s  g r e w  b y  0 . 6 % .  E x p o r t  t u r n o v e r  m a k e s  u p  a l m o s t  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y

t u r n o v e r .

FINLAND
Finnish Textile & Fashion – STJM
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FINLAND
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TURNOVER  OF  CLOTHING INDUSTRY  DECL INED
C l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  F i n l a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  3 2 0  c o m p a n i e s ,  w h i c h  m a k e  a  t u r n o v e r  o f  E U R  6 3 5  m i l l i o n .  C l o t h i n g

c o m p a n i e s  e m p l o y  2  6 0 0  p e r s o n s .    

T u r n o v e r  o f  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  d e c l i n e d  b y  1 , 0 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  E x p o r t  t u r n o v e r  d e c l i n e d  b y  1 . 2 %  a n d  d o m e s t i c  s a l e s

d e c l i n e d  b y  0 . 7 % .  E x p o r t  t u r n o v e r  m a k e s  u p  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  t u r n o v e r .

EXPORT  AND IMPORT  OF  TEXT ILE  AND FASHION GOODS
T h e  e x p o r t  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  g o o d s  f r o m  F i n l a n d  d e c l i n e d  l a s t  y e a r  b y  0 . 4 % ,  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s  w a s  E U R  7 0 0

m i l l i o n .  T h e  t h r e e  b i g g e s t  e x p o r t  p a r t n e r s  o f  F i n l a n d  a r e  S w e d e n ,  G e r m a n y  a n d  E s t o n i a .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  e x p o r t

h a s  i n c r e a s e d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  S w e d e n ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  N o r w a y ,  F r a n c e  a n d  t h e  U K .  E U  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t n e r s

i n  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  e x p o r t .
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FINLAND
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T h e  m a i n  p r o d u c t s  i n  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  e x p o r t  a r e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s .  T h e  s h a r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  w a s  E U R

2 7 7  m i l l i o n  w h i c h  i s  4 0  %  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t .  T h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  e x p o r t s  w a s  E U R  1 8 2

m i l l i o n  ( 2 5  % )  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  f o o t w e a r  e x p o r t s  E U R  1 2 6  m i l l i o n  ( 1 7  % ) .

T h e  i m p o r t  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  g o o d s  f r o m  F i n l a n d  g r e w  l a s t  y e a r  b y  1 . 4  %  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  i m p o r t s  w a s

E U R  2 . 5  b i l l i o n .  T h e  t h r e e  b i g g e s t  i m p o r t  p a r t n e r s  o f  F i n l a n d  a r e  C h i n a ,  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  S w e d e n .  C l o t h i n g  i s

t h e  m a i n  i m p o r t  p r o d u c t  s e g m e n t  a n d  o v e r  a  h a l f  o f  t h e  t o t a l  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  i m p o r t  i s  c l o t h i n g  i t e m s .

T h e  i m p o r t  o f  c l o t h i n g  w a s  E U R  1  4 8 2  m i l l i o n  w h i c h  i s  6 0  %  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t .  T h e  v a l u e  o f

f o o t w e a r  i m p o r t s  w a s  E U R  3 3 7  m i l l i o n  ( 1 4  % )  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e  i m p o r t s  E U R  2 8 8  m i l l i o n

( 1 2  % ) .

E x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  g o o d s  i n

2 0 1 9 ,  t o t a l  E U R  7 0 0  m i l l i o n .  

S o u r c e :  C u s t o m s  F i n l a n d .
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T h e  b i g g e s t  i m p o r t  p a r t n e r s  o f  F i n l a n d  f o r  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  g o o d s .  S o u r c e :  C u s t o m s  F i n l a n d .  N B :  I f  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f

o r i g i n  i s  n o t  k n o w n ,  t h e n  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n  i s  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  d i s p a t c h .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  S w e d e n ,  f o r

e x a m p l e ,  s e e m s  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  c o u n t r i e s  o f  o r i g i n  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  i s  o n l y  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  d i s p a t c h .

EVOLUT ION OF  TEXT ILE  AND CLOTHING ACT IV ITY  DURING THE  F IRST  MONTHS  OF  2020
C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  h i t  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  b a d l y  a n d  h a m s t r u n g  d e m a n d .  7 0 %  o f  c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e

i n d u s t r y  l a i d  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  o f f  t e m p o r a r i l y .  T u r n o v e r  d e c l i n e d  i n  8 0 %  o f  c o m p a n i e s .   D u e  t o  p r i v a t e  d e m a n d ,

d o m e s t i c  s a l e s  w e r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d  i n  s u m m e r .  A f t e r  t h e  s u m m e r  t h e  F i n n i s h  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  c o m p a n i e s

w e r e  c a u t i o u s l y  o p t i m i s t i c .  W h i l e  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  g o e s  o n ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  r e m a i n s  u n c e r t a i n .
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S i tua t ion  o f  the  tex t i l e - c lo th ing  indus t r ies  in  F rance  in  2019  and  out look  fo r  2020  

1 .Genera l  e conomic  c l imate
1 . 1 .  O v e r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  2 0 1 9  G D P  g r e w  o n  a v e r a g e  b y  1 . 5 %  i n  F r a n c e .

1 . 2 .  F o r  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  h o u s e h o l d  c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 . 5 %  ( a l l  p r o d u c t s  c o m b i n e d ) .

1 . 3 .  U n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  r e a c h e d  8 . 2 %  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  a g a i n s t  1 0 . 1 %  i n  2 0 1 5  ( S o u r c e :  I L O ) .

2 .  Ac t i v i t y  evo lu t ion

2 .1 .  P roduc t ion  index  ( source  INSEE)

O v e r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  2 0 1 9  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t e x t i l e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 8  ( N A C E  1 3 )  f e l l  b y  -  4 . 1 %  i n  v o l u m e .

I n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  ( N A C E  1 4 )  p r o d u c t i o n  s u f f e r e d  a  m o r e  p r o n o u n c e d  d e c l i n e  o f  6 . 6 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .

 

2 .2 .  Turnover  Evo lu t ion  (Source  INSEE)

T h e  t u r n o v e r  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s  ( N A C E  1 3 )  r e c o r d e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  2 . 4 %  i n  2 0 1 9  w h i l e  t h a t  o f  t h e  c l o t h i n g

i n d u s t r i e s  ( N A C E  1 4 )  g a i n e d  0 . 1 % .

3 .  Ac t i v i t y  in f luenc ing  fac to r s

3 .1 .  Domes t i c  demand (Source  I FM Pane l )

T h e  s a l e s  o f  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e s  d i s t r i b u t o r s  i n  2 0 1 9  r e c o r d e d  a  d e c l i n e  o f  1 %  i n  v a l u e  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e t a i l  s p a c e .

I n  c l o t h i n g ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  w a s  m o r e  p r o n o u n c e d  ( - 1 . 2 % )  w h i l e  t h e  h o m e  t e x t i l e s  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t y  i m p r o v e d  b y

0 . 6 % .

3 .2 .  Fore ign  t rade  ( source  F rench  Cus toms ,  I FM ca l cu la t ions )

T e x t i l e :   H a r m o n i s e d  S y s t e m  ( H S )  C h a p t e r s  5 0  t o  6 0  +  6 3  

C l o t h i n g :  c h a p t e r s  6 1  a n d  6 2

W h i l e  t h e  p r o d u c t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a p p l i e d   b y  I F M  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  t h a t  u s e d  b y  E u r a t e x ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f u l l y  r e f l e c t  t h e

d e f i n i t i o n  u s e d  b y  U I T  a n d  U F I M H  m e m b e r s .
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FRANCE
Union des Industries Textiles – UIT
Union Française des Industries Mode & Habillement – UFIMH

T h e  t e x t i l e - c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  l o s t  7 0 %  o f  i t s  w o r k f o r c e  b e t w e e n  1 9 9 8  a n d  2 0 1 7 .

 

5 .  P rospec t s  fo r  2020
T h e  o u t l o o k  f o r  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  f a s h i o n  a n d  t e x t i l e s  i s  n o t  f a v o r a b l e .  T h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  c r i s i s  h a s  b e e n

u n p a r a l l e l e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  m o n t h s  o f  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r s  t u r n o v e r  i n  F r a n c e  f e l l  b y  2 0 %  i n  v a l u e

c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  o f  2 0 1 9  ( i n t e r i m  r e s u l t s ,  S o u r c e  I F M  P a n e l ) .  D e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a v e

s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  f o r e i g n  t o u r i s t s .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  e - c o m m e r c e  s a l e s  h a v e  i n t e n s i f i e d  a n d  t h e y  c o u l d

g a i n  1 5 %  i n  v a l u e  o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  2 0 2 0 .
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4 .  Fur ther  d i s t inc t i ve  da ta
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T h e  wages  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e .

3 .  T rade  (expor t s  -  impor t s )
2 0 1 9  h a s  b e e n  t h e  b e s t  y e a r  a f t e r  2 0 0 8  f o r  t h e  t e x t i l e

&  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  c l o t h i n g

s e c t o r .

T h e  t o t a l  e x p o r t s  v a l u e  i n  c l o t h i n g  &  t e x t i l e s  i n c r e a s e d

b y  3 0 . 4 % .  E x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  3 3 %  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g

s e c t o r ,  b y  1 0 . 6 %  i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d  b y  4 5 %  i n  c o t t o n ,  s i l k ,

w o o l  &  o t h e r  f i b r e s .

T o t a l  i m p o r t s  i n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  b y

2 0 . 9 % .

I m p o r t s  i n  c l o t h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 5 . 2 %  c o m p a r e d  t o

2 0 1 8 .  I m p o r t s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e s  s e c t o r  i n c r e a s e d  b y  9 . 2 %

a n d  i m p o r t s  o f  c o t t o n ,  s i l k ,  w o o l  &  o t h e r  f i b r e s

i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 , 3 % .

T h e  GNP  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 . 9 % .

Expor t s  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 %

a n d  impor t s  i n c r e a s e d  a l s o  b y  1 . 9 % .

Pr i va te  consumpt ion  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 . 4 % .

T h e  produc t ion  index  d e c r e a s e d  i n  2 0 1 9  b y  a n

a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  r a t e  o f  0 . 6 % .

Unemployment  r a t e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 1 9  d e c r e a s e d

t o  1 6 . 3 %  f r o m  1 8 . 5 %  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e .

T h e  produc t ion  i n d e x  i n  t h e  G r e e k  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r

d e c r e a s e d  b y  - 6 . 7 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  I n  t h e  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n d e x  d e c r e a s e d  b y

- 2 . 2 % .

Employment :  D u r i n g  2 0 1 9  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f

e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r

i n c r e a s e d  b y  0 . 4 % .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 1 9  t h e  n u m b e r

o f  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  w a s  2 2 . 3 4 8

( 1 6 . 2 1 3  i n  c l o t h i n g  a n d  6 . 1 3 5  i n  t e x t i l e s ) .  

1 .Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment
2019  was  a  year  o f  recovery  fo r  the  Greek

economy.

2 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in  2019
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Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and  evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in  2019
T h e  v o l u m e  o f  g r o s s  d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c t  g r e w  b y  4 . 9 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  I n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  r o s e  b y  5 . 4 % ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r ' s  3 . 6 %  i n c r e a s e .  I n d u s t r i a l  e x p o r t  s a l e s  g r e w  y e a r - o n - y e a r  b y  6 . 3 %  ( 2 0 1 8 :  o n l y  1 . 6 % )  E x p o r t

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  6 3 %  o f  t o t a l  i n d u s t r i a l  s a l e s .  I n d u s t r i a l  d o m e s t i c  s a l e s  g r e w  b y  5 . 3 % ,  a n d  w i t h i n  i t  d o m e s t i c  s a l e s

o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  r o s e  b y  6 . 7 % .  F r o m  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e  a c t u a l  f i n a l  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  w a s

u p  b y  4 . 1 % ,

 

T h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  T / C  i n d u s t r y  w a s  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  ( 1 0 0 . 8 % )  t h a n  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  a l t h o u g h

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n d u s t r y  a s  a  w h o l e  r o s e  b y  6 . 3 % .

1 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in  2019
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  s h o w s  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  v a l u e  ( M H U F )  a n d  t h e  v o l u m e  i n d i c e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t o r s  a n d  t h e i r

s u b s e c t o r s :

T h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  s u b s e c t o r s  b y  v a l u e  -  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  2 0 1 9 :

HUNGARY
Association of Hungarian Light Industry – AHLI
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2 .Fac tors  in f luenc ing  the  tex t i l e s/c lo th ing  sec to rs  and  the i r  evo lu t ion

2 .1  Domes t i c  demand

T h e  a c t u a l  f i n a l  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  w a s  u p  b y  4 . 1 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .   I n  t e r m s  o f  v o l u m e ,  r e t a i l  s a l e s  i n  s h o p s

i n c r e a s e d  b y  9 . 2 %  i n  2 0 1 9  y e a r - o n - y e a r .  R e t a i l  s a l e s  o f  c l o t h i n g  a n d  h o m e  t e x t i l e s  i n c r e a s e d  l e s s  t h a n  r e t a i l  s a l e s

o v e r a l l ,  a s  i t  f o l l o w s :
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T h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  s u b s e c t o r s  b y  v a l u e  -  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  2 0 1 9 :

The  sa les  f i gures  and  the  breakdown o f  to ta l  tu rnover  a re  as  fo l lows :

T h e  s h a r e  o f  e x p o r t  s a l e s  i n  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  h a s  d e c l i n e d  f r o m  6 4 . 4 %  t o  6 0 . 1 % ,  w h i l e  i n  t e x t i l e s  t h e  s h a r e  o f

e x p o r t  s a l e s  a m o u n t e d  t o  8 1 . 5 %  ( 2 0 1 8 :  7 5 . 0 % ) .

The  number  o f  compan ies  in  s ta f f  ca tegor ies
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T h e r e  w a s  o n l y  a  s l i g h t  c h a n g e  i n  b o t h  i m p o r t  a n d  e x p o r t .  I n  H u n g a r y ,  t h e  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  T / C  i n d u s t r y  w a s  a

b i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  i n  2 0 1 8 .

2 .3  P r i ces

A t  a n  a n n u a l  l e v e l ,  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c e r  p r i c e s  ( m e a s u r e d  i n  H U F )  w e r e  2 . 3 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  p r o d u c e r

p r i c e s  i n  t h e  T / C  i n d u s t r y  r o s e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e .  T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b y  s u b - s e c t o r s .

3 .  O ther  e lements  charac te r i z ing  the  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in  2019

3 .1  Employment  t rends

I n  2 0 1 8 ,  a g a i n  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  p e o p l e  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  b y  T / C  e n t e r p r i s e s  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  5  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  b o t h

i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a r e  b y  o v e r  3 %  l o w e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r .

2 .2  Expor t s - Impor t s

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  g i v e s  d a t a  f o r  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n  v a l u e  a t  f r o n t i e r :

T h e  s h a r e  o f  t e x t i l e s  ( i n c l .  d o m e s t i c  t e x t i l e s )  a n d  c l o t h i n g  s l i g h t l y  d e c r e a s e d  i n  o v e r a l l  r e t a i l  s a l e s  a f t e r

c o n t i n u o u s  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s :
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C o n s u m e r  p r i c e s  w e n t  u p  b y  4 . 0 %  o n  a v e r a g e ,  a n d ,  w i t h i n  t h i s ,  o n l y  0 . 4 %  m o r e  w a s  p a i d  f o r  c l o t h i n g  a n d

f o o t w e a r .

N o  p r e c i s e  d a t a  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  f e w e r  t h a n  f i v e  e m p l o y e e s .  B a s e d  o n  t h e  L a b o u r  F o r c e  S u r v e y ,

e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  T / C  i n d u s t r y  w a s  a b o u t  2 5 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e s e  f i g u r e s .
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3 .2  Wage  t rends

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  a v e r a g e  g r o s s  e a r n i n g s  a m o u n t e d  t o  3 6 7  8 3 3  H U F  ( 1 1 3 0 . 5  E U R )  a t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  e m p l o y i n g  a t  l e a s t  f i v e

p e r s o n s .  I t  i s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 1 . 5  %  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  T h e  a v e r a g e  e a r n i n g s  i n  o u r  i n d u s t r y  w e r e

m u c h  l o w e r :  T h e  a v e r a g e  e a r n i n g s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  w e r e  2 4 2  0 5 4  H U F / m o n t h  ( 7 4 4  E U R )  I t  i s  1 9 . 1  %  i n c r e a s e

i n  H U F  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 8 .  T h e  a v e r a g e  p a y  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  w a s  –  a s  u s u a l  –  e v e n  l o w e r :  2 1 4  6 6 5

H U F / m o n t h  ( 6 6 0  E U R ) .  I t  i s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 3 . 8  %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 8 .

4 .  Evo lu t ion  in  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  dur ing  the  f i r s t  months  o f  2020  and  fu ture  prospec t s

T h e  f i g u r e s  o f  t h i s  t a b l e  s h o w  t h e  s l o w d o w n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s a l e s  d u e  t o  c o r o n a v i r u s  o u t b r e a k .  A H L I  ( a n d

o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s e p a r a t e l y )  c o n d u c t e d  a  p o l l  i n  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h .  T h e  a n s w e r s  a r r i v e d  m a i n l y  f r o m  s m a l l e r

c o m p a n i e s .  9 2 %  o f  t h e s e  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  s e r i o u s l y  o r  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  c o r o n a  c r i s i s .  7 4 %

a n n o u n c e d  a  d r o p  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  b y  o v e r  5 0 % .  H a l f  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  d o  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  r e a c h  t h e  e a r l i e r  l e v e l  o f

t u r n o v e r  w i t h i n  a  y e a r .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  m a n y  o f  m i c r o -  a n d  s m a l l  c o m p a n i e s  w i l l  c l o s e  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s .
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The  economic  s i tua t ion  in  the

sec tor  in  2019  and  2020  in  the

Nether lands

Sa les  in  2019

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  i t e m s  s o l d  i n  t h e  f a s h i o n

r e t a i l  t r a d e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I N r e t a i l  /  G f k

F a s h i o n S c a n  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 8 .  T h e

a v e r a g e  p r i c e  d i d  f a l l  b y  2 % .  T h e  2 %  d e c r e a s e  i n

t u r n o v e r  c a n  t h e r e f o r e  m a i n l y  b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  a

l o w e r  a v e r a g e  p r i c e .  I f  w e  t a k e  a  c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  t h e

t y p e  o f  s a l e s  c h a n n e l ,  w e  s e e  t h a t  t h e  o n l i n e  c h a n n e l

h a s  c o m p l e t e d  2 0 1 9  w i t h  a  p l u s  o f  1 2 % .  T h e  o f f l i n e

c h a n n e l ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  h a s  d r o p p e d  b y  7 . 5 % .

W h e n  w e  l o o k  a t  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  r e t a i l e r  o p p o s i t e  t o

t h e  c h a i n s ,  w e  s e e  t h a t  t h e  c h a i n  s t o r e s  s h o w e d  a

s a l e s  d e c l i n e  o f  1 . 2 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  T h e  t u r n o v e r  o f

s p e c i a l t y  s t o r e s  f e l l  b y  9 . 4 % .

T h e  h o m e  t e x t i l e s  a n d  f u r n i s h i n g  s e c t o r  a c h i e v e d  a n

a v e r a g e  r e v e n u e  g r o w t h  o f  5 . 3 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 8 ,

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I N r e t a i l  W o o n w i n k e l  m o n i t o r .  I f  w e

l o o k  a t  t h e  h i g h  /  m i d d l e ,  m i d d l e  a n d  m i d d l e  /  l o w

s e g m e n t ,  w e  s e e  c l e a r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  T h e  m e d i u m  /

h i g h  s e g m e n t  m a n a g e d  t o  a c h i e v e  a  r e v e n u e  g r o w t h

o f  8 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  T h e  m i d  /  l o w  s e g m e n t  a l s o  p e r f o r m e d

w e l l  w i t h  a  7 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l e s .  T h e  t u r n o v e r

i n c r e a s e  w a s  t h e  l e a s t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  s e g m e n t  ( +  3 % ) .

T h e  i n v e s t m e n t s  o f  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e

b u s i n e s s  t o  b u s i n e s s  b r a n c h e s  s u c h  a s  i n d u s t r i a l

t e x t i l e s  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  c l o t h i n g .  T h e s e  g r e w  b y  6 %  i n

2 0 1 9 .  M a n y  c o m p a n i e s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  M o d i n t  f a l l

u n d e r  t h e  w h o l e s a l e r s  i n  t h e  C B S  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  T h e

c l o t h i n g  a n d  s h o e  w h o l e s a l e r s  p o s t e d  a n  e s t i m a t e d

4 %  r e v e n u e  g r o w t h  i n  2 0 1 9 .  S e v e r a l  c o m p a n i e s  f a l l

u n d e r  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  T h e s e  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e

f a c e d  w i t h  a  3 . 2 %  d r o p  i n  t u r n o v e r  i n  2 0 1 9  ( C B S ) .

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  i m p o r t e d  s o m e  4 . 4  b i l l i o n

i n  y a r n s  a n d  t e x t i l e s  a n d  e x p o r t e d  m o r e ,  5 . 3  b i l l i o n .

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  c a r p e t .  S i n c e  2 0 1 2 ,  i m p o r t s  a n d  e x p o r t s

h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  4 3 %  a n d  2 8 %  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i n  7

y e a r s .  T h e  s h a r e  o f  i m p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  E U  d i d  f a l l ,  f r o m

5 7 %  i n  2 0 1 2  t o  5 4 %  i n  2 0 1 9  a n d  t h e  s h a r e  f r o m

o u t s i d e  t h e  E U  n a t u r a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  Y a r n

a n d  f a b r i c  e x p o r t s  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t o  f o c u s  m o r e  o n  t h e

E U ,  w i t h  t h e i r  s h a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  f r o m  7 3 %  i n  2 0 1 2  t o

7 7 %  i n  2 0 1 9 .  E v e r y  y e a r ,  u p  t o  1 3  b i l l i o n  e u r o s  w o r t h

o f  c l o t h i n g  i s  s p e n t  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  1 0  b i l l i o n

e u r o s  i s  s p e n t  a g a i n .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a r k e t

i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  i s  g r o w i n g  l i t t l e  o r  n o t  a t  a l l ,

t h e s e  t r a d e  f l o w s  i n  c l o t h i n g  g r o w  o n  a v e r a g e  b y  1 0 %

a n n u a l l y ,  b y  m o r e  t h a n  7 0 % ,  b o t h  i m p o r t  a n d  e x p o r t

i n  7  y e a r s .  9 5 %  o f  e x p o r t s  a r e  a i m e d  a t  t h e  E U .

2020  s ta r ted  w i th  a  pos i t i ve  ou t look ,  bu t…

W a g e s  h a d  n o t  r i s e n  a s  f a s t  i n  t e n  y e a r s  a s  i n  J a n u a r y

2 0 2 0 .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  p r i c e s  r o s e  m u c h  l e s s

q u i c k l y ,  l e a v i n g  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  m o r e  m o n e y  t o  s p e n d

o n  b a l a n c e .  T h e  p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  o f  m o s t  w o r k e r s

w a s  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  p e o p l e  o n

b e n e f i t s  a n d  r e t i r e e s  w o u l d  a l s o  i m p r o v e  s l i g h t l y .

C o r p o r a t e  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  i n v e s t m e n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d

t o  g r o w ,  d e s p i t e  h o u s i n g  i n v e s t m e n t  l a g g i n g  b e h i n d

2 0 1 9 .

B U T .  T h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  C o r o n a  v i r u s  h a s  s p o i l e d

e v e r y t h i n g .  T u r n o v e r  o f  m a n y  c o m p a n i e s  d r o p p e d  b y

t e n s  o f  p e r c e n t a g e s ,  s t o c k s  p i l e d  u p  w i t h  t h e  d e b t

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  l a c k  o f  l i q u i d i t y ,  p e o p l e  l o s e

j o b s ,  r e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  f i x e d  c o s t s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p a y

a n d  p e n s i o n  f u n d s  g e t  i n t o  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  c l o t h i n g

a n d  t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  h i t  v e r y  h a r d ,  a l t h o u g h

s h o p s  r e m a i n e d  o p e n  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  s e c t o r s  s u c h

a s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  s t i l l  c o n t i n u i n g .  
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H o w e v e r ,  i m p u l s e s  t o  b u y  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e s  a r e

o f t e n  l a c k i n g .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  q u i c k l y  c a m e

u p  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  a i d  p a c k a g e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n d  s t i l l

i s  n o  c o n c r e t e  p r o s p e c t  o f  w h e n  t h e  b a d  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l

t u r n  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  a f f e c t e d  c o m p a n i e s .  R e t a i l

s a l e s  o f  c l o t h i n g  w e r e  d o w n  1 9 %  i n  7  m o n t h s .  B u t  t h e

s u b s t a n t i a l  l o s s e s  i n  s a l e s  o f  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e s  a n d

t h e  s h o p s  s e l l i n g  s h o e s  a n d  l e a t h e r  g o o d s  c a m e  t o  a n

e n d  i n  J u l y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  s t o r e s  w e r e  s t i l l

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a  l o s s  o f  t u r n o v e r ,  t h a t  w a s  a  l o t

s m a l l e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m o n t h s ,  o n l y  a r o u n d

1 . 5 %  i n  v a l u e .  C l o t h i n g  s t o r e s  a l s o  c o n t r a c t e d  s l i g h t l y

i n  A u g u s t .  I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  b o t h  e x p e r i e n c e d  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  d r o p  i n  s a l e s ,  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h a t  i n  J u n e ,

w i t h  s h o p s  s e l l i n g  D I Y ,  k i t c h e n s  a n d  f l o o r s  a n d  s h o p s

s e l l i n g  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  h o m e  f u r n i s h i n g s  a c h i e v i n g  t h e

h i g h e s t  s a l e s  g r o w t h  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  T h e s e  s e c t o r s  a r e

l i t t l e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  c r i s i s .

O n l i n e  s a l e s  w e r e  3 5  p e r c e n t  h i g h e r  i n  S e p t e m b e r

t h a n  i n  t h e  s a m e  m o n t h  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r .  T h i s  i s

e x e m p l a r y  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

O n l i n e  s h o p p i n g  h a s  b e c o m e  m o r e  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  i n

t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  t h a n  i n  m a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  i t

d o e s  n o t  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  t h e  l o s s  i n  t h e  b r i c k  a n d

m o r t a r  s t o r e s .

 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  C B S ,  t h e  t o t a l  D u t c h  w h o l e s a l e r  s u f f e r e d

a  l o s s  o f  - 9 %  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0  c o m p a r e d

t o  2 0 1 9 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  w h o l e s a l e r  i n  c l o t h i n g  a n d

s h o e s  s c o r e d  - 1 9 %  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r .  T h i s

w h o l e s a l e  f i g u r e  i s  t h e  m o s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e

m a n y  m e m b e r s  o f  M o d i n t  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r .  I f  w e

l o o k  a t  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ,  w e  s e e  a  d e c l i n e  i n

t u r n o v e r  o f  e v e n  3 4 %  a t  C B S  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f

2 0 2 0  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  q u a r t e r  i n  2 0 1 9 .

D o m e s t i c  t u r n o v e r  f e l l  b y  2 2 % ,  e x p o r t s  e v e n  b y  3 9 % .

How wi l l  th i s  deve lop  towards  2021?

T h e r e  i s  g r e a t  u n c e r t a i n t y  w h e n  w e  m u s t  d e s c r i b e  t h e

e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  M o d i n t  b r a n c h e s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f

t h e  y e a r .  T h e  p i c t u r e  w e  g e t  i s  v e r y  d i v e r s e .  W h e r e

s u p p l i e r s  t o  c h a i n  s t o r e s  a r e  s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  o v e r

c a n c e l e d  o r d e r s  a n d  s e v e r a l  f a s h i o n  b r a n d s  h a v e  r u n

i n t o  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  w h o  o p e n  s t o r e s  o r

r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  s e l l  l e s s ,  b u t  a t  b e t t e r  m a r g i n s  a n d

t h u s  s t a n d  o u t .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  n e w  r e s t r i c t i v e  m e a s u r e s

i n t r o d u c e d  s i n c e  m i d - O c t o b e r ,  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s  b a d  i n

m a n y  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r s .

T h e  d a t a  b e l o w  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  M o d i n t

C o r o n a  m e m b e r  p o l l  t h a t  c l o s e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f

S e p t e m b e r .  I n  t h e  s o u n d s  a r o u n d  u s  w e  n o t i c e  t h a t

t h e  m o o d  i s  c h a n g i n g .  I t  i s  u r g e n t l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l o o k

a t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  p a r t n e r s  s u c h  a s  V N O -

N C W  n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  E u r a t e x  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  t o

l o b b y  f o r  s p e c i f i c  m e a s u r e s .

T h e  l a r g e s t  g r o u p s  o f  c o m p a n i e s  r e p o r t  s a l e s  d e c l i n e s

o f  u p  t o  2 0 %  a n d  f r o m  2 0 %  t o  4 0 % .  T h e s e  g r o u p s

t o g e t h e r  m a k e  u p  6 0 %  o f  t h e  a n s w e r s ,  s o  t h a t  a n

a v e r a g e  f a l l  i n  t u r n o v e r  o f  2 0 %  i n  2 0 2 0  i s  e a s y  t o

i m a g i n e .  O f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  a r e  o u t l i e r s  d o w n w a r d s ,  b u t

a l s o  u p w a r d s .

T h e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  r e v e n u e  f o r e c a s t  f o r  2 0 2 0  h a v e

s h i f t e d  f r o m  t h e  p o l l  i n  J u n e :  f e w e r  c o m p a n i e s  r e p o r t

s a l e s  d e c l i n i n g  4 0 - 6 0 % ,  m o r e  c o m p a n i e s  e x p e c t  a

d e c l i n e  t o  2 0 %  a n d  f r o m  2 0 - 4 0 % .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  2 5 %  o f  c o m p a n i e s  e x p e c t  a  r e c o v e r y  i n

2 0 2 1 ,  w h i l e  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  c o m p a n i e s  e x p e c t  t o

r e m a i n  a t  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  o f  s a l e s  i n  2 0 2 0  i n  2 0 2 1 ,

s t i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l o w e r  t h a n  i n  2 0 1 9 .  A l m o s t  3 0 %  o f

c o m p a n i e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  i n t e r v e n e d  i n  e m p l o y m e n t

t h i s  p a s t  3 r d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0 .  O t h e r s  e x p e c t  t o  h a v e

t o  l e t  p e o p l e  g o  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r  o r  2 0 2 1 .  M o r e  t h a n

5 0 %  i n t e r v e n e s  i n  t h e  “ f l e x i b l e  s h e l l ” .



   Data source: Country report

NETHERLANDS
MODINT - Brancheorganisatie Mode, Interieur, Tapijt en Textiel

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  1 0 7

Prob lems  and  oppor tun i t i e s ?

O b t a i n i n g  n e w  o r d e r s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  s u p p l y  o f

p r o d u c t s ,  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m s .  I n

a d d i t i o n ,  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  1 . 5  m e t e r  r u l e s  i n  t h e

c o m p a n y  a n d  p r o b l e m s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  h e a l t h  o f

e m p l o y e e s  a r e  o f t e n  m e n t i o n e d .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s

t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  “ P a y m e n t  b y  c u s t o m e r s ”  w a s  f i l l e d  i n

i s  n o t  t h a t  b a d ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p o l l

c o n d u c t e d  b y  M o d i n t  i n  J u n e .  B a c k  t h e n ,  t h e

s t a g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f l o w  o f  m o n e y  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e

b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m s ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  t u r n o v e r  i n

t h e  r e t a i l  t r a d e  t h i s  t h r e a t e n s  t o  h a p p e n  a g a i n .

E n t r e p r e n e u r s  a r e  n o t  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t

s e e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h i s  c r i s i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I n v e s t m e n t s

i n  n e w  b u s i n e s s  m o d e l s ,  o n  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  /  m a r k e t s ,

o n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  o n  i n n o v a t i o n  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y

m e n t i o n e d .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t r a i n i n g  i s  m e n t i o n e d

r e m a r k a b l y  l i t t l e ,  w h i l e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  M o d i n t

a l s o  i n s i s t  o n  i t .

I n  c o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  a b o v e  f i g u r e s ,  c o m p a n i e s  s a y

t h e y  p o s t p o n e  l e t t i n g  o f f  p e o p l e  a s  l o n g  a s  p o s s i b l e :

y o u  n e e d  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a g a i n  i n  f u t u r e .  B u t  h o w

l o n g  i s  t h i s  p o s s i b l e ?  " I t  i s  m a i n l y  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  t h a t

m a k e s  i t  s o  h a r d  . . . "
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GENERAL  ECONOMIC  ENVIRONMENT  AND EVOLUT ION OF  THE

TEXT ILE/CLOTHING INDUSTRY  IN  2019

T h e  y e a r  2 0 1 9  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  o b s e r v e d  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  s l o w  d o w n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f

t h e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r  i n  P o l a n d .  T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  i n d u s t r y  r e a c h e d  P L N  2 2 . 6  b i l l i o n ,  o f  w h i c h

t e x t i l e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  P L N  1 4 . 7  b i l l i o n  ( a  2 . 7 %  i n c r e a s e )  a n d  c l o t h i n g  -  P L N  7 . 8  b i l l i o n  ( a  2 . 6 %  d e c r e a s e ) .  T h e

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s e c t o r ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  o n l y  0 . 1 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 8 ,  w h e n  t h e  P o l i s h  i n d u s t r y  r e c o r d e d  a  g r o w t h  o f

4 % .

T h e  a v e r a g e  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  w a s  1 1 1 . 1  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e ,  o f  w h i c h  4 6 . 8  t h o u s a n d  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y  ( d o w n  2 . 7 % ) ,  a n d  i n  c l o t h i n g  w a s  6 4 . 3  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  ( d o w n  5 . 3 % ) .  I n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  P o l a n d  i n  2 0 1 9

e m p l o y m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 % .

T h e  a v e r a g e  s a l a r y  h a s  i n c r e a s e d .  I n  t h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r  i t  a m o u n t e d  t o  P L N  3 , 8 1 8 . 2 3  g r o s s  ( i n c r e a s e  b y  8 . 5 0 % )  a n d

i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  t o  P L N  3 , 0 0 0 . 1 5  ( i n c r e a s e  b y  7 . 6 % ) .  I n  t h e  w h o l e  P o l i s h  i n d u s t r y  t h e  r e m u n e r a t i o n

i n c r e a s e d  b y  6 . 6 %  a n d  a m o u n t e d  t o  P L N  4  9 4 0 . 9 9  g r o s s .  

I n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n v e s t m e n t  o u t l a y s  a m o u n t e d  t o  7 4 . 7  m i l l i o n  P L N ,  t h e  d e c r e a s e  w a s  a s  m u c h  a s  2 5 . 7 % ,  i n

t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i n v e s t m e n t  o u t l a y s  r e a c h e d  5 2 4 . 1  m i l l i o n  P L N  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  2 0 1 8  b y  6 . 8 % .

T h e  p r o - e x p o r t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  s e c t o r  r e m a i n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  n o  l o n g e r  h a s  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  A c c o r d i n g

t o  d a t a  s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  f o r  2 0 1 8 ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e s  a r e  o n  7 t h  p l a c e  f r o m  2 1  e x p o r t

s e c t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  e x p o r t  g r o w t h  r a t e  d r o p p e d  f r o m  1 5 %  i n  2 0 1 8  t o  6 . 9 %  .  I n  2 0 1 9 ,  o u r  s e c t o r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r

3 . 8 %  o f  t o t a l  P o l i s h  e x p o r t s .  E x p o r t  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  s t i l l  d i r e c t e d  m a i n l y  t o  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m a r k e t s .  T h e

l a r g e s t  r e c i p i e n t  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  G e r m a n y .  T h e  d e v e l o p i n g  m a r k e t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  U S A ,  C a n a d a  a n d  J a p a n .

POLAND
Federation of Apparel and Textiles Industry Employers – PIOT

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  1 0 8
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A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  1 0 9
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EVOLUT ION OF  TEXT ILE/CLOTHING ACT IV ITY  DURING THE  F IRST  MONTHS  OF

2020  AND PROSPECTS
In fo rmat ions  on  the  produc t ion  and  order  book  leve l s  dur ing  the  f i r s t  month  o f  the  year  and

ind i ca t ions  on  economic  e lements  in f luenc ing  the  prospec t s  fo r  the  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  sec to r .

POLAND
Federation of Apparel and Textiles Industry Employers – PIOT

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  1 1 0

T h e  f i r s t  t w o  m o n t h s  o f  2 0 2 0  h a d  a  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t r e n d  i n  b o t h  t h e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r s ,  w h e r e

c o m p a n i e s  r e p o r t e d  7 9 %  c a p a c i t y  f i l l  a n d  o r d e r  b a c k l o g s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  4  m o n t h s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e

w a s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  s l i g h t  d o w n t u r n  o f  -  1 0 % ,  w i t h  t h e  d y n a m i s m  o f  I n t e r n e t  t r a d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  +

1 7 % . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  M a r c h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c h a n g e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  C o v i d  - 1 9 .

L o s s e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  s h o p p i n g  c e n t r e s  a n d  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t r a d e  i n  g o o d s o n  a  m a s s  s c a l e ,

b o t h  i n  d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  r e a c h  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  P L N .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  s t o c k s  o f

f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s ,  w h i c h  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  p r o d u c e r s '  w a r e h o u s e s ,  a r e  g r o w i n g  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  a n d  t h e

s p r i n g - s u m m e r  c l o t h i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s a l e  f o r  2 0 2 0  i s  s o  d e  f a c t o  l o s t .  A  s m a l l  i n c r e a s e  i n

I n t e r n e t  s a l e s  d o e s  n o t  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  t h e  d a i l y  l o s s e s .  C e r t a i n  c o s t s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n c u r r e d ,

f i n a n c i a l  l i q u i d i t y  i s  f r o z e n ,  a n d  o r d e r s  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o r e i g n  a r e  s t i l l  c a n c e l l e d .  T h i s

p h e n o m e n o n  a l s o  e x t e n d s  t o  p u b l i c  p r o c u r e m e n t ,  w h i c h  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  t h e  e n g i n e  o f  s u s t a i n i n g

t h e  e c o n o m y .  T h e  p a r a l y s i s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  l i q u i d i t y  i m p l i e s  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p a y  l i a b i l i t i e s  t o  e m p l o y e e s

a n d  s u p p l i e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p u b l i c  a n d  l e g a l  r e c e i v a b l e s .  T h e  s e c t o r ,  w o r k i n g  o n  v e r y  l o w  m a r g i n s ,  d o e s

n o t  h a v e  a  c a s h  s u p p l y  t h a t  g u a r a n t e e s  i t s  s u r v i v a l  e v e n  i n  a  f e w  m o n t h s '  p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f

a l r e a d y  l i m i t e d  p r o d u c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n t e r r u p t e d  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i s r u p t e d ,  i n t e r  a l i a  d u e  t o  t h e

a b s e n t e e i s m  o f  w o r k e r s ,  m a i n l y  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  c a r i n g  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  s u p p l y  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c h a i n

o f  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  w a s  e q u a l l y  d i s r u p t e d .  T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  c h a i n  i s  e x a c e r b a t e d  b y  l a t e  a n d  v e r y

c o m p l i c a t e d  r u l e s  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s .

T o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  d r a m a t i c  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ,  w e  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s u l t s

o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  e n t r e p r e n e u r s '  s u r v e y ,  c o n d u c t e d  b y  P I O T  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C l o t h i n g  a n d  T e x t i l e  I n d u s t r y

E m p l o y e r s  i n  t h e  l a s t  d a y s  o f  M a r c h  t h i s  y e a r  o n  a  s a m p l e  o f  4 0 0  e n t i t i e s . 3 1 %  o f  m i c r o ,  2 7 %  o f  s m a l l ,

3 8 %  o f  m e d i u m  a n d  4 %  o f  l a r g e  e n t e r p r i s e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y .
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A m o n g  t h e  s u r v e y e d  c o m p a n i e s ,  2 7 %  o f  c o m p a n i e s  i n d i c a t e  1 0 0 %  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o r e i g n

o r d e r s ,  5 0 %  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  d e c r e a s e  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  f r o m  5 0 %  t o  9 9 % ,  2 3 %  f o r  a  d e c r e a s e  o f  2 0 %  t o

4 9 % .  I n  t h e  s u r v e y e d  g r o u p ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  c o m p a n i e s  w h o s e  o r d e r  b o o k  f e l l  b y  l e s s  t h a n  2 0 %  o r  t h e

c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  o r d e r s  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d .  T h e  s u r v e y e d  c o m p a n i e s  a l s o  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n

c a p a c i t y  u t i l i s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  q u a r t e r .  N o  d e c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i z a t i o n  i s  d e c l a r e d  b y

o n l y  4 %  o f  t h e  s u r v e y e d ,  3 5 %  o f  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n d i c a t e  a n  e s t i m a t e d  d e c r e a s e  i n  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i z a t i o n  u p

t o  5 0 % ,  w h i l e  a  d e c r e a s e  b e t w e e n  5 0 %  a n d  9 9 %  i s  d e c l a r e d  b y  4 4 %  o f  t h e  s u r v e y e d .  A s  m a n y  a s  1 6 . 5 %

o f  t h e  s u r v e y e d  e n t e r p r i s e s  d e c l a r e  a  1 0 0 %  d e c r e a s e  i n  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  a  c o m p l e t e

s u s p e n s i o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  

T h e  e n t e r p r i s e s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o w a r d s  e m p l o y e e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  w i t h  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o r

c e s s a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  2 7 %  o f  t h e  s u r v e y e d  g r o u p  s e n t  e m p l o y e e s  o n  c o m p u l s o r y  h o l i d a y s ,  7 1 %  o f

e n t e r p r i s e s  i n t r o d u c e d  a  s t o p p a g e ,  t h e  d e c l a r e d  p e r i o d  o f  w h i c h  i s  b e t w e e n  1 4  d a y s  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  a n

e p i d e m i c  h a z a r d  o r  s t a t e  o f  e p i d e m i c s ,  w i t h  a s  m a n y  a s  2 7 %  o f  e n t e r p r i s e s  t h a t  i m p l e m e n t e d  a

s t o p p a g e  f o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  i t s  t e r m i n a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e n d  o f  a n  e p i d e m i c  h a z a r d  o r  s t a t e

o f  e p i d e m i c s .  I n  t u r n ,  4 5 %  o f  t h e  s u r v e y e d  e n t e r p r i s e s  d e c l a r e d  e m p l o y m e n t  r e d u c t i o n . 1 3 %  o f  t h e m

d e c l a r e  t o  l a y  o f f  a l l  e m p l o y e e s ,  6 6 %  o f  e n t e r p r i s e s  d e c l a r e  t o  r e d u c e  e m p l o y m e n t  b y  5 0 % ,  w h i l e  2 1 %

d e c l a r e  t o  l a y  o f f  b e l o w  5 0 %  o f  e m p l o y e e s .  O n l y  2 %  o f  t h e  s u r v e y e d  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  g r o u p  d o  n o t

d e c l a r e  a n y  a c t i o n s  t o w a r d s  e m p l o y e e s .
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PORTUGAL
Associação Têxtil e Vestuário de Portugal – ATP

1 .Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and

evo lu t ion  o f  the  tex t i l e  indus t r y  in  2019

T h e  y e a r  2 0 1 9  b r o k e  a  1 0 - y e a r  c y c l e  o f  g r o w t h  f o r

t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  P o r t u g a l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o

I N E  p r o v i s i o n a l  d a t a ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d

c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  f e l l  b y  2 % ,  t u r n o v e r  f e l l  b y  1 , 3 % ,

e m p l o y m e n t  a l s o  d e c r e a s e d  b y  1 , 9 %  a n d  e x p o r t s

r e g i s t e r e d  a  d r o p  o f  1 % .

3 .Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and

evo lu t ion  o f  the  tex t i l e  indus t r y  in  2019

Expor t s  and  Impor t s

A c c o r d i n g  t o  p r o v i s i o n a l  d a t a  p r o v i d e d  b y  I N E ,  2 0 1 9

e n d e d  w i t h  a  s l i g h t  d r o p  i n  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e s  a n d

c l o t h i n g  o f  a r o u n d  - 1 % .   

I n  t o t a l ,  w e  e x p o r t e d  5 , 3  m i l l i o n  e u r o s ,  o f  w h i c h  6 0 %

r e p r e s e n t  c l o t h i n g  i t e m s ,  2 6 %  a r e  t e x t i l e  r a w  m a t e r i a l s ,

i n c l u d i n g  y a r n s ,  f a b r i c s  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s ,  w h i l e

1 4 %  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  h o m e  t e x t i l e s  a n d  o t h e r  m a d e - u p

t e x t i l e  a r t i c l e s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  p r o v i s i o n a l  d a t a  f r o m  I N E ,  i n  2 0 1 9 ,

t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  p r o d u c t i o n  d e c r e a s e d  b y  2 , 5 %  a n d

t u r n o v e r  b y  3 , 3 % .   C l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  w a s  l e s s  a f f e c t e d ,

d e c r e a s i n g  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  b y  0 , 7 %  a n d  i t s  t u r n o v e r  b y

0 , 1 % .

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  1 1 2

2 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y
A c c o r d i n g  t o  p r o v i s i o n a l  d a t a  f r o m  I N E ,  i n  2 0 1 9 ,

t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  p r o d u c t i o n  d e c r e a s e d  b y  2 , 5 %  a n d

t u r n o v e r  b y  3 , 3 % .   C l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  w a s  l e s s  a f f e c t e d ,

d e c r e a s i n g  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  b y  0 , 7 %  a n d  i t s  t u r n o v e r  b y  

0 , 1 % .

T h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  d a t a  o n  g r o s s  v a l u e  a d d e d  a l s o  p o i n t s

a  s l i g h t  d r o p  o f  0 . 5 %  i n  t h e  s e c t o r .
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I m p o r t s  f r o m  I t a l y  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n

t o t a l :  m o r e  5 4 , 4 ,  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( + 1 1 , 1 % ) ,  r a n k i n g

s e c o n d  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  m a i n  s u p p l i e r s .

S p a i n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  t h e  m a i n  e x p o r t  d e s t i n a t i o n

( r e p r e s e n t i n g  3 1 %  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s )  b u t  i t  w a s  a l s o  t h e

o n e  t h a t  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e  b i g g e s t  b r e a k d o w n  ( l e s s  7 3

m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( - 4 , 3 % ) ) .

I n  o p p o s i t e  t e r m s  a n d  w i t h  a  g r e a t  p o s i t i v e

p r o m i n e n c e ,  e x p o r t s  t o  t h e  U S A  ( + 5 , 4 % )  a n d  t o  F r a n c e

( + 2 , 6 % )  i n c r e a s e d  1 7  m i l l i o n  e u r o s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o

T u r k e y ,  t o  w h i c h  w e  e x p o r t e d  m o r e  1 1  m i l l i o n  e u r o s

( +  4 7 . 4 % ) .

C a n a d a  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  i m p o r t i n g  m o r e  P o r t u g u e s e

p r o d u c t s  m a r k i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  6  m i l l i o n  e u r o s

( + 1 2 % ) .

I m p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  b y  3 , 6 %  i n

2 0 1 9 ,  m a i n l y  d u e  t o  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  c l o t h i n g ,  w h i c h

r e p r e s e n t s  5 3 %  o f  t h e  i m p o r t e d  v a l u e  a n d  w h i c h

i n c r e a s e d  b y  7 , 6 % .  

T h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  i m p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  w a s

4 . 4 7 6  m i l l i o n  e u r o s .

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  1 1 3

S p a i n  r e p r e s e n t s  a r o u n d  3 6 %  o f  P o r t u g u e s e  t e x t i l e s

a n d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e

s u p p l i e r s  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  h i g h e s t  g r o w t h  i n  a b s o l u t e

t e r m s  ( m o r e  4 3  m i l l i o n  e u r o s ;  +  2 . 8 % ) .
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T h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t r a d e  i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  s t o o d  a t

7 8 4  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  w i t h  a  c o v e r a g e  r a t e  o f

1 1 8 % .

 

Employment  and  wages  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  I N E  p r o v i s i o n a l  d a t a ,  e m p l o y m e n t  f e l l  b y

1 , 5  %  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  b y  2 , 1 % %  i n  t h e

c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  T h u s ,  2 0 1 9  e n d e d  w i t h  1 3 6

t h o u s a n d  d i r e c t  j o b s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g

i n d u s t r y .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  I N E  W a g e s  i n d e x ,  i n  2 0 1 9  w a g e s  g r e w  b y

1 , 5 %  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  3 , 3 %  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g

i n d u s t r y .

Gross  f i xed  cap i ta l  fo rmat ion

A c c o r d i n g  t o  I N E  d a t a  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  i n v e s t m e n t  ( m e a s u r e d

b y  t h e  g r o s s  f i x e d  c a p i t a l  f o r m a t i o n )  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  f e l l

b y  2 7 , 1 %  i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d  b y  1 6 , 7 %  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g

i n d u s t r y .

4 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in  the

f i r s t  months  o f  2020  and  prospec t s  

 

T h e  y e a r  o f  2 0 2 0  i s  b e i n g  p r o f o u n d l y  m a r k e d  b y  t h e

e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c  r i g h t  a w a y  o n  t h e

c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y

o n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  A l t h o u g h  s o m e  c o m p a n i e s  h a d  s t a r t e d

t o  p r o d u c e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d

t e x t i l e  m a s k s  t o  p r o t e c t  f r o m  C O V I D ,  t h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t

u n t i l  A u g u s t ,  m a i n  i n d i c a t o r s  r e v e a l  a  b r e a k d o w n  o f

2 0 %  i n  t u r n o v e r ,  

C h i n a  b e c a m e  t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  s u p p l i e r  o f  t e x t i l e s

a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n  P o r t u g a l ,  b e i n g  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s

w i t h  h i g h e s t  a b s o l u t e  i n c r e a s e  ( 3 9  m i l l i o n  e u r o s

m o r e ,  +  1 2 . 4 % ) .

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  1 1 4

Pr i ces

I n  2 0 1 9  p r o d u c t i o n  p r i c e s  r e g i s t e r e d  a  s m a l l  i n c r e a s e

( 0 , 9 % )  f o r  t e x t i l e s  a n d  a  s l i g h t  d e c r e a s e  ( - 0 , 2 % )  f o r

c l o t h i n g  p r o d u c t  i n d u s t r y .
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I n  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  m o n t h s  o f  2 0 2 0 ,  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g

e x p o r t s  f e l l  b y  1 3 , 5 %  a n d  i m p o r t s  b y  1 5 , 6 % .

I n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s ,  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  u n c e r t a i n t y  f o r  t h e

c o m i n g  m o n t h s ,  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t i m a t e

w h e n  a n d  i n  w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f

a c t i v i t y  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e .

3 1 %  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  4 %  i n  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e

c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y

p r o d u c t i o n  f e l l  b y  1 3 % ,  t u r n o v e r  f e l l  b y  1 7 %  a n d

e m p l o y m e n t  b y  2 % .

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E  1 1 5
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Tex t i l e  indus t r y

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and  evo lu t ion

of  the  tex t i l e  indus t r y  in  2019

S w i t z e r l a n d ’ s  c o m p e t e n c e  c e n t r e  f o r  t e x t i l e  s o l u t i o n s

i s  f a c i n g  t h e  o n g o i n g  u n c e r t a i n  t i m e s  b y  r e m a i n i n g

c a l m  a n d  a d o p t i n g  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d

p a t i e n c e .  

W e e k  a f t e r  w e e k ,  t h r e a t s  o f  p u n i t i v e  t a r i f f s  o n  T w i t t e r

a l t e r n a t e d  w i t h  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  p o s t s ,  t h e  U K ’ s  e x i t

f r o m  t h e  E U  w a s  p o s t p o n e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a t  t h e  l a s t

m i n u t e ,  G e r m a n y ’ s  i n d u s t r y  s e c t o r  b e g a n  t o  f a l t e r  a n d

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  t h e  E U

w e a k e n e d  s o m e w h a t .  2 0 1 9  w a s  f u l l  o f  u n c e r t a i n t i e s

f o r  S w i t z e r l a n d ’ s  g l o b a l l y  o r i e n t e d  t e x t i l e s  a n d

c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  A n  e c o n o m i c  s l o w d o w n  w a s

u n a v o i d a b l e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r .  T h e

e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i s a t i o n ,  g e n e r a l

b u s i n e s s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  o r d e r  v o l u m e  w e r e

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e c r e a s i n g  a n d  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e s  a n d

c l o t h i n g  w e r e  n e g a t i v e .  

B u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i m p r o v e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e

s u m m e r  a n d  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  p o i n t e d  t o  a  p e r i o d  o f

r e c o v e r y .  E x p o r t s  o f  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  i n c r e a s e d  a g a i n

i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  w h i l e  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s

r e m a i n e d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  u n c h a n g e d .

T h e  v a l u e - a d d e d  f o r e c a s t s  f o r  t h e  t e x t i l e s  a n d

c l o t h i n g  s e g m e n t s  ( p l u s  1 . 4  p e r c e n t  a n d  m i n u s  0 . 2

p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y )  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  e n d e d

t h e  y e a r  o n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  m i l d  n o t e .

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  c l o t h i n g  s e g m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s

d r i v e n  b y  o n l i n e  t r a d e  a n d  s h o p p i n g  t o u r i s m ,

e x p e r i e n c e d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  r e s p i t e  a n d  r e c o r d e d  a

p l e a s i n g  p l u s  o f  2 . 8  p e r c e n t .  T h e  w h o l e s a l e  t e x t i l e s

s e g m e n t  a l s o  f a r e d  w e l l  i n  2 0 1 7 ,  p o s t i n g  e x t r e m e l y

s t r o n g  g r o w t h  i n  e x c e s s  o f  1 5  p e r c e n t .  W i t h  a n

a v e r a g e  e u r o / S w i s s  f r a n c  e x c h a n g e  r a t e  o f  1 . 1 1 ,  i t  i s

l i k e l y  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  c u r r e n c y  e f f e c t s  p l a y e d  a  c e n t r a l

r o l e  h e r e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s

a s  w e l l  a s  c o m p a n i e s  f e l l  d u r i n g  2 0 1 7 .

T h u s  t h e  p i e  g r e w  l a r g e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  f e w e r

c o n s u m e r s .  T h e  m a r k e t  c o r r e c t i o n  i s  s t i l l  i n  p r o g r e s s

i n  b o t h  t h e  t e x t i l e s  a n d  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e g m e n t .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  u n e m p l o y m e n t  f i g u r e s  ( a s

o f  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9 )  p r e s e n t  g r o u n d s  f o r  o p t i m i s m

a f t e r  i m p r o v i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  v e r s u s  t h e  p r i o r  y e a r .

Fac tors  in f luenc ing  tex t i l e s  &  c lo th ing  and  the i r

Evo lu t ion
   

Expor t s  and  Impor t s

T e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  f e l l  b y  6 . 6  p e r c e n t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  l o w e r

g l o b a l  d e m a n d  a n d  t h e  r e p e a t e d  d e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e

e u r o  v e r s u s  t h e  S w i s s  f r a n c .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  w e r e

s o m e  s u c c e s s  s t o r i e s :  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  e x p o r t s  o f

n o n w o v e n s  –  a  s u b c a t e g o r y  o f  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  –

i n c r e a s e d  b y  3 . 4  p e r c e n t .  S w i s s  n o n w o v e n s  a r e

f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  a s  f i l t e r s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  m a n u f a c t u r e .

O v e r a l l ,  e x p o r t s  o f  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  w e r e  d o w n  i n  t h e

f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  p i c k e d  u p  a g a i n  i n  t h e

s e c o n d  h a l f  a n d  e n d e d  t h e  y e a r  u n d e r  r e v i e w  w i t h  a

m i n u s  o f  1 . 7  p e r c e n t .  W i t h  o n e  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e

n o  p o s i t i v e  d e m a n d  i m p u l s e s  f r o m  t h e  t e n  p r i n c i p a l

e x p o r t  d e s t i n a t i o n s .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h a t  e x c e p t i o n  w a s

n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  U K .  T h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e m a n d  h e r e

c a n n o t  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  w e a k  p o u n d ,  b u t  p e r h a p s

i t  c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d  t h r o u g h  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  b u y i n g

b e c a u s e  o f  B r e x i t .

T e x t i l e  i m p o r t s  f e l l  b y  3 . 4  p e r c e n t  i n  t e r m s  o f  v a l u e .

O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  t h i s  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e

r e n e w e d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  S w i s s  f r a n c  v e r s u s  t h e

e u r o ,  w h i c h  l e d  t o  l o w e r  i m p o r t  p r i c e s .  A n d  o n  t h e

o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  r e d u c e d  e x p o r t  a c t i v i t y  r e s u l t e d  i n

w e a k e r  d e m a n d  f o r  p r e l i m i n a r y  p r o d u c t s .  A m o n g  t h e

t e n  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  o n l y  t h e  U S A

c o u n t e r e d  t h e  t r e n d :  h e r e ,  t e x t i l e  i m p o r t s  r o s e  b y  8 . 8

p e r c e n t ,  t h a n k s  t o  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d  f o r  c h e m i c a l

y a r n s  ( +  3 8  p e r c e n t )  a n d  k n i t t e d  f a b r i c s  ( +  1 6

p e r c e n t ) .    I n  a  c o n t i n e n t a l  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  a  s h a r e  o f

7 5  p e r c e n t  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d ’ s  t e x t i l e  i m p o r t s ,  E u r o p e  i s

s t i l l  w e l l  a h e a d  o f  A s i a  ( 2 1  p e r c e n t ) .
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I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  2 0 1 9  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l

b u s i n e s s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  o r d e r  v o l u m e  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y

n e g a t i v e .  T h e  d o w n t u r n  b o t t o m e d  o u t  i n  t h e  s u m m e r

a n d  a  r e c o v e r y  p e r i o d  s e t  i n .

 

 

  

  

  

  

Fore ign  d i rec t  inves tment

I n  2 0 1 8 ,  w h i c h  w a s  a  f a v o u r a b l e  y e a r  f o r  t h e

e c o n o m y ,  t h e  d i r e c t  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t m e n t  s t o c k

i n c r e a s e d  b y  a  t o t a l  o f  5 1 . 9  p e r c e n t ,  t h a n k s  t o

i n c r e a s e d  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  A f r i c a .

Unemployment  ra te

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r e a d  o f  t h e

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  w a s  3 . 1

p e r c e n t .  C o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  m o n t h  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s

y e a r ,  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  r o s e  s l i g h t l y  ( b y  0 . 4

p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s ) .  I n  t h e  t e x t i l e  w h o l e s a l e ,  t h e

u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  w a s  3 . 6  p e r c e n t ,  w h e r e a s  i n  t h e

c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  i t  w a s  4 . 1  p e r c e n t .  I n  b o t h  s e c t o r s ,  t h e

l a b o u r  m a r k e t  s i t u a t i o n  e a s e d  s l i g h t l y  v e r s u s  t h e  s a m e

m o n t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .
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C l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s  c l o s e d  o u t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r  w i t h  a

m i n u s  o f  3 . 0  p e r c e n t .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n

m a r k e t s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  r e l i a b l e :  t h e  s h a r e  o f  c l o t h i n g

e x p o r t s  t o  E u r o p e  r o s e  t o  6 4 . 6  p e r c e n t ,  w h i l e  t h e

s h a r e  o f  e x p o r t s  t o  A s i a  f e l l  f r o m  2 9  p e r c e n t  i n  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r  t o  a r o u n d  2 5  p e r c e n t .

D e m a n d  f r o m  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  A s i a n  o v e r s e a s

c o u n t r i e s  f e l l  s h a r p l y .  W i t h o u t  a d j u s t m e n t s  ( i . e .

i n c l u d i n g  r e - e x p o r t s ) ,  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  b y

6 . 0  p e r c e n t .  R e - e x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  a g a i n  ( b y  1 1 . 3

p e r c e n t ) ,  t h o u g h  a t  a  s l o w e r  r a t e .  T h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f

r e - e x p o r t s  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t o t a l  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s

w a s  h i g h e r  a g a i n  ( 6 6 . 1  p e r c e n t )  i n  2 0 1 9 .  T h e  v a l u e  o f

r e - e x p o r t s  t o  G e r m a n y  a l o n e  r e a c h e d  a  t o t a l  o f  1 . 7

b i l l i o n  S w i s s  f r a n c s .  

A s  e x p e c t e d ,  C h i n a  s t i l l  h e a d s  t h e  l i s t  o f  p r i n c i p a l

s o u r c i n g  c o u n t r i e s  f o r  c l o t h i n g ,  w i t h  i m p o r t s

a m o u n t i n g  t o  1 . 9  b i l l i o n  S w i s s  f r a n c s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s

u n c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  r e t a i n  t h i s

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  m e d i u m  t o  l o n g  t e r m .  I n  t h e  y e a r

u n d e r  r e v i e w ,  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  f r o m  C h i n a  i n c r e a s e d

b y  j u s t  o n e  p e r c e n t .  M e a n w h i l e ,  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  f r o m

c o u n t r i e s  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  a r e  p o s t i n g  d o u b l e - d i g i t

g r o w t h  r a t e s  ( V i e t n a m ,  1 5 . 9  p e r c e n t ;  C a m b o d i a ,  1 2 . 6

p e r c e n t ;  M y a n m a r ,  4 6 . 2  p e r c e n t ) .  A  s h i f t  t o w a r d s

E u r o p e  a n d  N o r t h  A f r i c a  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e .  T h e  s t r o n g

i n c r e a s e  i n  i m p o r t s  o f  T u r k i s h  c l o t h i n g  i n t o

S w i t z e r l a n d  i s  a n  i n d i c a t o r  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  s h i f t  i n  t h i s

d i r e c t i o n .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  a d j u s t e d  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s

i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 . 9  p e r c e n t .  T h e  g r o w t h  r a t e  i n c l u d i n g

r e - e x p o r t s  w a s  4 . 0  p e r c e n t .

Bus iness  Ind i ca tors

I n  t h e  y e a r  u n d e r  r e v i e w  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  c a p a c i t y

u t i l i s a t i o n  f e l l  b e l o w  t h e  v e r y  h i g h  l e v e l  r e c o r d e d  i n

2 0 1 8 ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  d r o p p e d  b e l o w  t h e  8 0  p e r c e n t

m a r k .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  n e g a t i v e  t r e n d  w a s  h a l t e d  i n  t h e

l a s t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  o f  2 0 1 9 .



   Data source: Country report

I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  2 0 1 9  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l

b u s i n e s s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  o r d e r  v o l u m e  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y

n e g a t i v e .  T h e  d o w n t u r n  b o t t o m e d  o u t  i n  t h e  s u m m e r

a n d  a  r e c o v e r y  p e r i o d  s e t  i n .
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Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e s  and  c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  dur ing

the  f i r s t  months  o f  2020  and  prospec t s

T h e  v a r i o u s  m e a s u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  t a k e n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h

t h e  p r o m i s i n g  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e

c a p a c i t y  u t i l i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  o r d e r  v o l u m e  i n  t h e  f o u r t h

q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 1 9 ,  w e r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0

e x p o r t  f i g u r e s .  W h e r e a s  a  4 . 1  p e r c e n t  d e c l i n e  i n

t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  t h e  s e c t o r

a c h i e v e d  s t a g n a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0 .  T h e

o u t l o o k  w a s  p o s i t i v e  u n t i l  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  c o r o n a

c r i s i s .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  f i n d s  i t s e l f  f a c i n g

a  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l .  T h e  c r i s i s  w a s  a l s o  a l r e a d y

r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f i g u r e s  f o r  M a r c h  r e g a r d i n g  t h e

b u s i n e s s  s i t u a t i o n ,  o r d e r  v o l u m e  a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t

r a t e .  E s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s

s i t u a t i o n  f e l l  s h a r p l y  i n  M a r c h  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a l r e a d y

a  r e a c t i o n  o n  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  m a r k e t .  T h e

u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  r o s e  b y  t w e l v e  p e r c e n t  i n  M a r c h

2 0 2 0  v e r s u s  t h e  p r i o r  y e a r .  T e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g

e x p o r t s  f e l l  b y  3 . 9  p e r c e n t  a n d  4 . 9  p e r c e n t

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0

o n l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  c r i s i s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o

s u r v e y s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  S w i s s  T e x t i l e s  w i t h  i t s  m e m b e r s ,

t h e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  S w i s s  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y

i s  s e v e r e .  T h e  m a i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e y  f a c e  a r e  t h e

d e c l i n e  i n  o r d e r s  a n d  s a l e s  f i g u r e s ,  a n d  t h e  d r o p  i n

e x p o r t s .  A r o u n d  4 4  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  r e p o r t

p r o c u r e m e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  3 1  p e r c e n t  s a y  t h e y  a r e

e x p e r i e n c i n g  l i q u i d i t y  p r o b l e m s .  F o r  t h e  f u l l  y e a r ,

o v e r  7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  a n t i c i p a t e  a  d e c l i n e

i n  e x p o r t s  b y  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  p e r c e n t .  A r o u n d  4 0

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e m  a n t i c i p a t e  a  f a l l  i n  b o t h  s a l e s  a n d

o r d e r s    b y  b e t w e e n  2 1  a n d  4 0  p e r c e n t .  T w o - t h i r d s  o f

t h e  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s h o r t -

t i m e  w o r k  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r .  M o r e  t h a n  h a l f  h a v e

i n t r o d u c e d  s a v i n g s  m e a s u r e s  a n d  a r o u n d  2 0  p e r c e n t

h a v e  c u t  j o b s  t o  d a t e .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  t h e

q u e s t i o n e d  c o m p a n i e s  d o  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  a  r e c o v e r y

u n t i l  t h e  a u t u m n  –  a t  l e a s t  9  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e

l o c k d o w n  w a s  i m p o s e d .



   Data source: Country report

TURKEY
Turkish Clothing Manufacturers’ Association – TGSD , Turkish Textile Employers’ Association – TTSIS
Turkish Apparel Exporters’ Association – IHKIB ,Turkish Textile & Raw Material Exporters’ Association – ITHIB

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and

evo lu t ion  o f  the  tex t i l e/c lo th ing

indut ry  in  2019
T h e  g l o b a l  t e x t i l e  a n d  a p p a r e l  t r a d e  i n  2 0 1 9  w e r e

r e m a r k a b l e  w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  t r a d e

p o l i c i e s  p u r s u e d  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  t h e  U S  t o w a r d s  C h i n a .

A l t h o u g h  t r a d e  t a l k s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U S  a n d  C h i n a

s t a r t e d  i n  O c t o b e r  a n d  r e a c h e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  i n

J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  t r a d e  w a r s  b e t w e e n  t h e

U S  a n d  C h i n a  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  o i l  p r i c e s  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n

i n  C h i n a  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  c r e a t e d  u n c e r t a i n t y  i n  g e n e r a l .   

T u r k i s h  e c o n o m y  r e g i s t e r e d  0 . 9 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  G D P  i n

2 0 1 9 ,  b u t  t h e  6 %  o f  i n c r e a s e  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f i n a l

q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  y e a r  w a s  r e m a r k a b l e .   

T o t a l  e x p o r t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t e x t i l e

a n d  a p p a r e l  i n d u s t r y  e x p o r t s  a l s o  r e c o r d e d  i n c r e a s e

l e v e l s  i n  E u r o  t e r m s .   

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n d e x  a n d  t u r n o v e r  i n  a p p a r e l  a n d

t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  r e c o r d e d  h i g h  i n c r e a s e s ,

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  a p p a r e l  s e c t o r ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  r a t e s  i n

p r o d u c t i o n ,  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i z a t i o n  r a t e s  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t

w e r e  r e m a r k a b l e .

Evo lu t ion  o f  Tex t i l e/C lo th ing  ac t i v i t y
2 0 1 9  w a s  a  y e a r  t h a t  T u r k i s h  a p p a r e l  a n d  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y  r e c o r d e d  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  m a n y

i n d i c a t o r s ,  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n

a n d  e m p l o y m e n t .   T e x t i l e  a n d  a p p a r e l  i n d u s t r i e s

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  G D P  b y  6 . 0 % ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o d u c t i o n

b y  1 4 . 1 % ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  l a b o r  f o r c e  b y  2 4 . 9 %  a n d

e x p o r t  e a r n i n g s  b y  1 5 . 5 % .
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Produc t ion  Index

In  2019 ,  Turk i sh  appare l  and  tex t i l e  indus t r y

recorded  a  much  h igher  p roduc t ion  index  inc rease

compare  to  manufac tur ing  and  to ta l  indus t r y .

Bus iness  t rends  -  to ta l  tu rnover

Tex t i l e  and  appare l  indus t r ies  have  a  b igger

inc rease  in  to ta l  tu rnover  compare  to  to ta l  and

manufac tur ing  indus t r y  averages .

Bus iness  t rends  –  produc t i v i t y  per  person

The  produc t i v i t y  per  person  employed  i s  c lose  to

average  o f  manufac tur ing  indus t r y  in  va lue  te rms .

Bus iness  t rends  –  capac i t y  u t i l i za t ion  ra tes

Tex t i l e  and  appare l  indus t r ies  have  a  b igger

inc rease  in  to ta l  tu rnover  compare  to  to ta l  and

manufac tur ing  indus t r y  averages .



   Data source: Country report

TURKEY
Turkish Clothing Manufacturers’ Association – TGSD , Turkish Textile Employers’ Association – TTSIS
Turkish Apparel Exporters’ Association – IHKIB ,Turkish Textile & Raw Material Exporters’ Association – ITHIB

Fac tors  in f luenc ing  tex t i l e s/c lo th ing

and  the i r  evo lu t ion

Domest i c  demand

The  year l y  domes t i c  marke t  re ta i l  sa les  index

decreased  by  0 .5% in  2019 .

In  ready  wear  garments ,  home tex t i l e s  and

footwear  re ta i l  sa les ,  the  inc rease  ra te  was  11 .6%.
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Impor t s  -  Expor t s

Pr i ces

December  2019  (Change  accord ing  to  average  o f

las t  12  months )  (Source :  TU IK)  P roducer  P r i ce

Index  (%) :  17 .56  Consumer  P r i ce  Index  (%) :  15 .18 .

Employment  T rends

Employment  o f  espec ia l l y  appare l  indus t r y  was  in  a

s i gn i f i can t  inc reas ing  t rend  in  2019 .

Wage  T rends

Indus t ry  wage  inc rease  i s  h igher  than  average

va lues  o f  to ta l  indus t r y  and  manufac tur ing

indus t ry .



   Data source: Country report

TURKEY
Turkish Clothing Manufacturers’ Association – TGSD , Turkish Textile Employers’ Association – TTSIS
Turkish Apparel Exporters’ Association – IHKIB ,Turkish Textile & Raw Material Exporters’ Association – ITHIB

Inves tments

The  u t i l i za t ion  o f  inves tment  p romot ion  reg ime  by

tex t i l e  and  appare l  indus t r y  con t inued  to  inc rease

in  2019  in  Turk i sh  L i ra  te rms ,  however  w i th  a

s lower  inc rease  ra te  compare  to  2018 ,  in  wh i ch

inves tments  w i th in  the  indus t ry  reg i s te red  an

inc rease  ra t io  o f  46%.  In  2019 ,  inves tments  w i th in

the  tex t i l e  and  appare l  indus t r y  inc reased  by  30%

and  reg i s te red  a  va lue  o f  2 .1  b i l l i on  Euros .
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Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y

dur ing  the  f i r s t  months  o f  2020  and

prospec t s

The  good  and  inc reas ing  per fo rmance  o f  tex t i l e  and

appare l  indus t r ies  adverse l y  a f fec ted  by  COVID-19

pandemic  tha t  was  fe l t  in  a lmos t  a l l  the  count r ies .

The  g loba l  e conomic  c r i ses  caused  by  the  pandemic

led  to  s i gn i f i can t  dec reases  in  many  f i gures  f rom

produc t ion  to  capac i t y  u t i l i za t ion  ra tes  and

expor t s .   

However ,  w i th  the  open ing  o f  the  economies  f rom

June  onwards ,  s l i gh t  recovery  and  inc rease  in

t rade ,  p roduc t ion ,  and  o ther  economic  ind i ca tors .

P roduc t ion  Index  -  Month l y

Turnover  Index  -  Month l y

Capac i t y  U t i l i za t ion  Ra te  -  Month l y

Expor t  -  Impor t  F i gures  -  Month l y



   Data source: Country report

List of contacts
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A u s t r i a

F a c h v e r b a n d d e r T e x t i l - , B e k l e i d u n g s - , S c h u h - u n d 

L e d e r i n d u s t r i e – T B S L

W i e d n e r H a u p t s t r a ß e 6 3 - 1 0 4 5 W i e n

W e b s i t e

B e l g i um

F é d é r a t i o n B e l g e d e l ’ I n d u s t r i e T e x t i l e , d u B o i s e t d e 

l ’ Ame u b l eme n t – F E DU S T R I A

H o f - t e r - V l e e s t d r e e f , 5 / 1 - 1 0 7 0 B r u s s e l

W e b s i t e

B u l g a r i a

B u l g a r i a n A s s o c i a t i o n o f A p p a r e l a n d T e x t i l e P r o d u c e r s a n d 

E x p o r t e r s – B A A T P E

3 6 , D r a g a n T s a n k o v B l v d .  - 1 0 5 7 S o f i a

W e b s i t e

C r o a t i a

C r o a t i a n C h amb e r o f E c o n omy – HG K

R o o s e v e l t o v T r g 2 - 1 0 0 0 0 Z a g r e b

W e b s i t e

F i n l a n d

F i n n i s h T e x t i l e & F a s h i o n – S T J M

E t e l ä r a n t a 1 0 - 0 0 1 3 0 H e l s i n k i

W e b s i t e

F r a n c e

U n i o n d e s I n d u s t r i e s T e x t i l e s – U I T

3 7 R u e d e N e u i l l y - 9 2 1 1 0 C l i c h y

W e b s i t e

U n i o n F r a n ç a i s e d e s I n d u s t r i e s Mo d e & H a b i l l eme n t – U F I MH 

8 r u e M o n t e s q u i e u - 7 5 0 0 1 P a r i s

W e b s i t e

G e r ma n y

G e s am t v e r b a n d d e r d e u t s c h e n T e x t i l - u n d Mo d e i n d u s t r i e – T +M 

R e i n h a r d t s t r . 1 4 - 1 6 - 1 0 1 1 7 B e r l i n

W e b s i t e

G r e e c e

H e l l e n i c F a s h i o n I n d u s t r y A s s o c i a t i o n – S E P E E

E r m o u 1 8 A - 5 4 6 2 4 T h e s s a l o n i k i

W e b s i t e

H u n g a r y

A s s o c i a t i o n o f H u n g a r i a n L i g h t I n d u s t r y – A H L I

G y o m r o i u t 8 6 ( I N N O V A T E X T Z r t . ) - 1 1 0 3 B u d a p e s t

W e b s i t e

I t a l y

F e d e r a z i o n e T e s s i l e Mo d a – SM I – S i s t ema Mo d a I t a l i a

V i a A . R i v a V i l l a s a n t a 3 - M i l a n o

W e b s i t e

N e t h e r l a n d s
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A r n h e m s e B o v e n w e g 1 0 0 - 3 7 0 8 A G Z e i s t

W e b s i t e 

P o l a n d

F e d e r a t i o n o f A p p a r e l a n d T e x t i l e s I n d u s t r y Emp l o y e r s – P I O T 

1 0 8 , S t e r l i n g a S t . - P L 9 0 - 2 1 2 L o d z

W e b s i t e

P o r t u g a l

A s s o c i a ç a o T ê x t i l e V e s t u à r i o d e P o r t u g a l – A T P

R u a F e r n a n d o M e s q u i t a 2 7 8 5 - P T 4 7 6 0 - 0 3 4 V i l a N o v a d e F a m a l i c ã o 
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Sw i t z e r l a n d

Sw i s s T e x t i l e s

B e e t h o v e n s t r a s s e 2 0 , P o s t f a c h - C H – 8 0 2 2 Z ü r i c h

W e b s i t e

T u r k e y

T u r k i s h C l o t h i n g Ma n u f a c t u r e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n – T G S D

A d n a n K a h v e c i B u l v a r ı S i r i n e v l e r M a h a l l e s i n o : 2 0 8 H a y d a r A k ı n I s 

M e r k e z i - 2 K : 5 , D : 1 9 - 3 4 1 8 8 B a h ç e l i e v l e r
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T u r k i s h T e x t i l e Emp l o y e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n – T T S I S

M e t r o c i t y A O f i s B l o k B ü y ü k d e r e c a d . N o : 1 7 1 k a t : 1 9 - 1 . L e v e n t , 
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W e b s i t e

T u r k i s h A p p a r e l E x p o r t e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n – I H K I B

Ç o b a n ç e s m e M e v k i i , S a n a y i C a d . D ı s T i c a r e t K o m p l e k s i B B l o k 

P . K . 3 4 1 9 6 Y e n i b o s n a - I s t a n b u l

W e b s i t e

T u r k i s h T e x t i l e & R aw Ma t e r i a l E x p o r t e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n – I T H I B 
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https://www.wko.at/branchen/industrie/textil-bekleidung-schuh-leder/start.html?shorturl=tbslat
https://www.fedustria.be/
http://www.bgtextiles.org/
https://www.hgk.hr/
https://www.stjm.fi/
https://www.textile.fr/
http://www.lamodefrancaise.org/
https://textil-mode.de/en/
https://www.greekfashion.gr/
http://www.mksz.org/en/ahli
https://www.sistemamodaitalia.com/it/
https://modint.nl/
https://modint.nl/
https://atp.pt/pt-pt/
https://www.swisstextiles.ch/
https://tgsd.org.tr/en/homepage/
http://www.tekstilisveren.org.tr/
https://www.ihkib.org.tr/tr
http://www.ithib.org.tr/tr/default.html
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